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urges Arab action over Gulf 


. — ' Moroccan Foram Minister Abdul Tjirif FDali said on 
_.3be situation in die Gnu was very dangerous and urged Arab 
gio live op to their responsibilities mihe area. When they for 
-oiks in Annnan next month, they should “ tak e an mn pipfy 
^jeannes,” he told reporters, without elaborating. He said heboped the 
pmtrt Nalioos Security Council would take steps to stop the Iran-Iraq 
‘^?^fc:]Blah,ws speaking before flying home after discussing Arab ana 
'4fi an issues with Pres deni Hosm Mubarak and riving him a message 
Hassan. After meetrog the president on Thursday, be saidthey 
tcoss the question of Egypt’s return to the Arab fold or 
of diplomatic relations, severed in 1979 over Egypt’s treaty 
-There has been speculation that Morocco may foikrw Jordan 
jiboati by resuming relations with Cairo, the only wo Arab 
cStored ncs with Cairo since the break. Mr. FUafi said he was caking 
message from Mr. Mubarak to King Hassan. 
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Hanania to head new NHI 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet on Saturday announced the appoint’ 
meat of Dr. Daoud Hanania as director general of the ncwlv established 
National Health Institution (NHI) as of Ocl 18, 1987, Dr. Hanania. who 
is currently director of the Armed Forces Royal Medical Services, will 
retain his post in addition to serving as NHI director general, according to 
a spokesman for the King Hussein Medical Centre. The Upper House of 
Parhamem last August endorsed a law on the establishment of the NHI 
and said the new entity would embody all government and military run 
hospitals and health centres in the country and ensure proper health 
services to all citizens in the Kingdom. In addition to providing the 
existing medical services offered to members and families of the civu and 
military services, the NHI will provide cater for almost a million private 
sector employees and their families under a national health scheme for 
which regulations are still to be worked out. The Cabinet also approved a 
loan agreement under which the Saudi Fund for Development will provide 
funds for the implementation of the Zarqa River Basin project. The 

K " ct aims at increasing the area of cultivated land, setting up pasture 
and planting forest trees. 
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:ee okays 
envoy 

— A Royal De- 
xrecJ^ becn issued approving 
tfie-i^panish government’s 
1) pmfion of Mr. Ramon 
' las Spam’s ambassador 
and plenipotenti- 

_n succeeding Mr. 

^ f nnfiO -Mencndez- Mr. Annen- 
■godis.dne in Amman today. Mr. 
SfenMtato, who has been serving 
st Iordan since Sept. 6. 1983, has 
{^transferred to anotherpost at 
thh parish Foreign Ministry. 
Me Axmengod held several cn- 
.rioo^tic, posts at the. Spanish 
■Rweiga. Ministry and has served 
as mihissador in Kuwait and 
general'- consul, in Jerusalem. 
Prior to his new appointment, he 
mas Spain’s general consul in 


KEMexpected here 
^•end of the month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab League 
Secretary General Ghadli Klibi is 
doe here towards the end of this 
month leading an Arab League 
-d&egation to take part in 
arrangements and preparations 
forme extraordinary Arab sum- 
mjt sdieduled to be held in Am- 
man, on Nov. S. Mr. KKbi and the 
delegation will stay in Amman 
imtifthe opening of the summit 
and -attend the conference. 

Majali returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Pome Minister AMul Wahab AJ 
MajaK returned home on Satur- 
day after delivering imitations 
from His Majesty lung Hussein 
tp the leaders of Tunisia, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and Mauritania to attend the 
oitiaordmary Arab summit to be 
■held in Amman on Nov." 8. Mr. 
Majali told Petra- that ail the 
three leaders he met had agreed 
to.attend the summit. 

Howe to visit 
Jordan next month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — British Fore- 
ign Secretary Geoffrey Howe will 
pay- a; three-day official visit to 
Ionian at the beginning of 
November, informed sources said 
Saturday. During the visit, the 
sourepssaid, Mr. Howe wifl meet 
with senior Jordanian officials to 
itrow latest developments in the 
MkMte East as well as bilateral 
relations. 

fraijf jets bomb 
Iranian positions 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
■snhtaiy. spokesman said Iraqi 
plan^/bombed Iranian troop 
concentrations on the Gulf war 
front cni Saturday, adding that no 
rorideutial areas in Iran were hit 
kanY offidal Islamic Repubhc 
News Agency said several people 
^ar^niarryred” or wounded 
whea ; "Jraqi warplanes bombed 
tiuee-villages near a town on the 
Iran-Iraq border in Kunfistan re- 
gunivOt 1U air raids reported, 
One targetted the Imam Hassan 
oilfields, said the Iraqi News 
Ageiicy. .One jet was shot down 
aiHLczasbed in Iranian territory, 
the .^nmumque said, holding 
Irani^- authorities responsible 
for tfe safety of the pilot 

to 




. (R) — Iran's Prime 
Mir-Hossein Mnsavi 
tSyria on an official visit 
Iran’s national news 
IA) reported. Mr. 
met President All 
r _ in Tehran to review 
discussed in Damas- 
said. 
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Flash floods wreak havoc 
in Zarqa, eastern regions 

Four killed and three missing • Losses 
estimated at hundreds of thousands of dinars 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

ZARQA — Four people drowned and three 
others were reported missing in flash floods 
that hit Zarqa and the eastern parts of 
Jordan over the past two days causing heavy 
losses to factories and businesses. 


Zarqa Governor Eid AI Qatar- 
neh made the announcement ab- 
out the casualties and the mate- 
rial damage during an inspection 
tour of the stricken areas. He said 
that the Civil Defence Depart- 
ment, in cooperation with muni- 
dp al teams and the Public Secur- 
ity Department, had brought the 
flood danger under control. 

Mr. Qataraeh, who is also 
chair man of the public safety 
committee in Zarqa region, said 
in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that several vehi- 
cles on the mam Amman-Zarqa 
highway and near the Awajan 
Bndge and Wadi Al Hajar dis- 
trict were washed away in the 
torrent. 

Army helicopters were called 
out to take part in the rescue 
operations, he said. 

Most of those rescued from the 


low-lying and flooded regions 
were members of nomad tribes 
settled in the outlying areas of 

S Mr. Qataraeh said. . 

factories and businesses 
alongside the Zarqa Riv- 
er sustained losses estimated at 
hundreds of thousands of dmars,- 
the governor said. 

Mr. Qataraeh inspected areas 
flooded with rain water in the 
eastern areas of Zarqa Govemo- 
rate and was briefed by civil 
defence men on the evacuation 
process. 

Workers caught in the flash 
storm were moved to safer 
ground and water was bring 
pumped away from homes lying 
alongside the Zarqa River where 
water level rose to eight metres, 
.according to civil defence reports. 

Hie main highway between 
Amman and Zarqa was inun- 


dated with at least two metres of 
water in some places total 
disruption of traffic and severe 
damage. 

The floods, which resulted 
from a rain storm, caused exten- 
sive damage to propertyjowDetf 
3 le tivmg-~alongade . the 
?a<fi M Hajar, 
Wadi Al Qatar and Wadi Al 
l Aisb and afetreaused the death 
of three people and injured 
others who were treated at local 
hospitals, according to Mr. 
Qataraeh. 

Mr. Qataraeh appealed to peo- 
ple living in low-tying areas and 
near die streams and wadis to 
evacuate the area in case floods 
occurred in their regions because 
of possible more rains and the 
high level of water in Zarqa 
River. 

According to PSD reports, 
roads leading to Hallabat m the 
eastern regions of Zarqa were 
dosed due to landslides and dam- 
age to culverts. The PSD 
appealed to members of die pub- 
lic to avoid travelling along the 
eastern roads of Zarqa in view of 
the weather conditions. 

In reporting the situation on 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. navy 
hands over 



sailors and 
2 bodies 
to Iran 

MUSCAT (Agencies) — The 
United States on Saturday hand- 
ed over four Iranian sailors cap- 
tured in a Gulf battle and the men 
were flown home aboard an Ira- 
nian aircraft, the Oman News 
Agency reported. 

The four seamen were taken in 
a battle between Iranian gun- 
boats and American helicopters 
in the northern Gulf on Oct. 8 in 
which the U.S. navy said it sank 
one vessel and captured two 
smaller craft.. 

The bodies of two other Ira- 
nian seamen who died of their 
wounds were also handed over to 
Tehran officials at O man ’s Seeb 
airbase 40 kilometres northwest 
of Muscat. 

It was the second such repatria- 
tion canned out with Oman serv- 
ing as intermediary m the past 
month. 

The Oman Information Minis- 
try said in a statement that “the 
Omani government today spon- 
sored the turnover of the Iranian 
sailors who survived from the 
Iranian boats which clashed with 
the American planes lately to the 
Iranian government.” 

The Ir anians were rescued tty 
American forces after the Oct. 8 
dash. 

Two I ranians died of wounds 
before they could be put aboard a 
navy ship for medical treatment. 

U.S. sources, asking not to be 
identified, told AP at least two 
were “walking,” indicating that 
the other two were still on 
stretchers. U.S. navy officials had 
said earlier that all four would 
require further medical care after 
returning home. 

TheU.S. State Department 
said earlier that aD four would be 
offered an opportunity to request 
“political refugee” status if they 
preferred not to return to Iran. 

Oman, a neutral country that 
maintains friendly ties with Iran, 
volunteered to serve as in- 
termediary for the repatriation, 
as it had on a previous occasion 
last month. 

The Iranians were flown here 
aboard a navy jet from an undis- 
closed location in the Gulf, after 
bri"g taken off the USS Raleigh, 
theJanding ship where they had 
been treated. • 

According to the U.S. version 
of the Oct 8 dash, an American 
observation helicopter had come 
under fire from Iranian vessels 
near an Iranian island in the 
northern Gulf. 


Reagan; Gulf threatswill be 
dealt with ‘appropriately’ 


WASHWfftJPN . . ^ 

President Rriiald'^ Reagan said 
Saturday that threats to Amer- 
ican naval forces and protected 

S in the Gulf would be “dealt 
appropriately.” 

The comments, in Mr. 
Reagan’s weekly radio address, 
came amid reports that the Penta- 
gon was preparing contingency 
plans for possible retaliation 
against Iran for a missile attack 
on a U.S. -flagged Kuwaiti slnp. 

Mr. Reagan’s remarks, like 
those of lower-level officials since 
the Friday attack, did not spell 
out what tiie United States migfit 
do in response to the attack 
against the tapker Sea Isle City, 
which U.S.^officials said most 
likely was hit by an Iranian Silk- 
worm missile. 

But he repeated a vow to con- 
tinue the UTS. policy of fcttpfrug 
.an armed presence in the .Guli 
and to protect Americanf ships- 
and commercial vessels flying the 
U.S. flag. 

“Freedom of navigation in in- 
ternational waters is a cardinal 
principle of our policy and espe- 
cially m that region of the world 
of vital interest,” Mr. Reagan 
said. 

“We've had a naval presence in 
the Gulf since 1949,” he added. 
“Any risk to that naval presence 
or to U^. -flagged commercial 


s^s r opeca£uttpeacdh^ in, the 
waters of the Gulf win be dealt 

Mr. Reagan called the Iran- 
Iraq war, which has spawned the 
attacks on Gulf shipping, “one of 
the great tragedies of our time” 
and said the United States was 
pursuing diplomatic efforts, 
through the United Nations, to 
end the conflict 

Kuwaiti officials meanwhile 
met with Arab and other ambas- 
sadors Saturday to enlist support 
for a campaign against Iran after 
tiie firing of two Iranian missiles 
into Kuwaiti territorial waters 
this week. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Sand Al Osaimi met with 
Arab ambassadors accredited to 
Kuwait to brief them on “the 
latest developments in the region 
mduding the latest Iranian acts of 
aggression against Kuwait,” an 
qHfdal statement said. 

Mr. Osaimi told the Arab di- 
plomats “the Iranian aggression 
represents a dangerous escalation 
that underlines the importance of 
the emergency Arab summit 
scheduled for Nov. 8 in Am- 
man,” the statement said. 

“The summit should be an 
opportunity for Arab leaders to 
‘work out a unifi ed pan-Arab atti- 
tude vis-a-vis Iran’s insistence on 
(Costumed on page 3) 


Egypt condemns Iran and 
renews support of Kuwait 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt said 
Saturday mat Iran's attack on a- 
U.S.-flagged Kuwaiti tanker in 
Kuwaiti territorial waters consti- 
tuted aggression against its Gulf 
neighbour and violated interna- 
tional law. 

In a statement to reporters, 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Mcguid recalled a pledge by Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak tins month 
that Egypt would (to everything it 
can to support Kuwait if me 
Iran-Iraq war spills over into that 
country. 

“We renew our appeal to ban 
to refrain from acts of aggression 
that do not serve the cause of 
international peace and secur- 
ity” Mr. About Meguid said. 

The statement grew out of Fri- 
day’s Irmtian missile attack on the 
81 ,283-tomie Sea Isle City near 
Kuwait’s main; oil terminal, in 
which at least 16 crewmen, in- 
cluding the American captain, 
were wounded 

“The president, government 
and people of Egypt strongly 
condemn Iran’s attack to which 
the sister state Kuwait was sub- 
jected," Mr. Abdul Meguid said, 

Mr. Mubarak’s pledge to help 
Kuwait came on OcL 12, in ms 
inaugural address to parfiamciit 
at the start of his second six-year 
term. 


“It is now dear that the reper- 
cussions of this war no longer are 
confined to the two combatant 
states but have extended to 
threaten the security of neighbour- 
ing Gulf countries,” Mr. Mubar- 
ak said “Foremost among these 
is sister Kuwait, at whose side we 
stand with all our sentiments and 
capabilities in the defence of its 
territory, sovereignty and the 
safety of its people. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid’s statement 
did not go beyond noting Mr. 
Mubarak Y pledge. Government 
Officials, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Egypt would 
consider military aid to Kuwait if 
it asks for it but that there has 
been no such request 

Egypt has supplied arms and 
ammuni tion to Iraq since 1981. 

“Attacks os Kuwaiti stops 
anchored inside Kuwaiti territo- 
rial waters constitute a transgres- 
sion on the sovereignty of an 
Arab state and a breach of the 
rules of international law, some- 
thing we strongly condemn,” Mr, 
Abdul Meguia said 

“Tins new action by Iran furth- 
er aggravates the dangerous 
situation and requires the whole 
in tern ational community to expe- 
dite implementation of Resolu- 
tion 598 of the U.N. Security 
Conned” 



A cart-pulling horse Bes dead in a Zarqa street with the wrecked cart after flash floods hit the area on 
Friday and Saturday (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 

N. Yemeni leader affirms attendance 
at summit, hopes for Arab solidarity 


By Abdullah Nsour 

Special to the Jordan Times 

SANAA — North Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdnlah Saleh has 
affirmed that his country would 
participate in the extraordinary 
Arab summit meeting scheduled 
to be held in Amman on Nov. 8. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Tones and Al Ra’i Arabic daily. 
President Saleh said that his 
country had based its policy on 
“working towards serving the 
Arab Nation and its causes and 
North Yemen will not hesitate to 
Undertake any effort aimed at 
restoring Arab solidarity.” 

“We seek solidarity and har- 
mony, cooperation arid coordina- 
tion among Arab countries and 
we hope that the coming summit 
in Amman will help us to achieve 
that goal,” the president said. 

In reply to a question on the 
Iran-Iraq war. President Saleh 
said that he appreciates Iraq’s 
favourable response to mediation 



Ali Abdullah Saleh 
efforts to end the war with Iran. 
He expressed hope that Iran 
would ^display a similar response 
and help implement U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution S98 and 
realise that no-one except the 
common enemy can benefit from 
the present conflict.” 

‘This war has been sapping the 


resources of the Arab and Islamic 
Nations and its continuation will 
cause more tension leading to 
serious complications and more 
destruction and loss for both par- 
ties," the president said. 

North Yemen’s relations with 
Jordan, Mr. Saleh said, are char- 
acterised with brotherly coopera- 
tion in all fields and are expected 
to develop more in the coming 
years. 

On the situation in North Ye- 
men, the president said that over 
the 25 years that followed the 
revolution in the country 
thousands of schools were builtri 
the University of Sanaa was 
established and more people have 
been receiving education. At pre- 
sent, he said, nearly one and a 
half milli on children are attend- 
ing school at different levels. 

In addition, the president said, 
the country has built numerous 
hospitals and health centres and 
carried out development pro- 
jects 


Shultz 
returns to 
Israel after 
Jeddah talks 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
returned to Israel after a quick 
visit to Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
to continue talks with Israeli 
leaders. - 

Mr. Shultz returned to Israel 
on Saturday, only 1 1 hours after 
he left for Jeddah. He was sche- 
duled to meet Prime Minuter 
Yitzhak Shamir and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres for a 
second round of talks on Satur- 
day night. 

Mr. Shultz will remain in Israel 
until Monday w hen he sees Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak m 
Cairo and His Majesty King Hus- 
sein in London before flung to 
Moscow for arms control talks. 

No details were available on 
Mr. Shultz's talks with Saudi 
leaders but rising tensions in the 
Gulf were expected the focus of 
talks. 

The appointment in Jeddah 
was made even more timely by an 
apparent Iranian attack' oh a 
U.S.-flagged tanker at port in 
Kuwait. 

It was the first direct strike on a 
Kuwaiti tanker protected by the 
U.S. navy in the Gulf and was 
condemned by the White House 
in Washington as an "out- 
rageous" act. 

Saudi Arabia has been aiding 
the U.S. navy in its effort to 
escort Kuwaiti tankers and pro- 
tect them from attack in the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

- Mr. Shultz said before leaving 
Washington on Thursday Saudi 
cooperation in the venture was 
very good and he had no plans to 
request more help, despite U.S. 
congressional demands for such 
assistance. 

Whether this changed or not 
because of the latest attack — the 
second on a Kuwaiti tanker in 
two days — could not be im- 
mediately learned. 


Vorontsov 
holds talks 
with Sharaa 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Youli 
Vorontsov discussed the Iran- 
Iraq war and the Middle East 
peace process on Saturday with 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Al Sharaa. 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) reported the agenda 
without comment. It said Mr. 
Vorontsov also briefed Mr. Shar- 
aa on his visits to Egypt and 
Jordan on a Middle East tour 
coinciding with one by U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz. 

Svria is one of the Soviet Un- 
ion’s closest Middle East allies. 
Damascus backs Tehran in the 
Gulf war, while Moscow is Bagh- 
dad’s main arms supplier despite 
making recent moves to improve 
diplomatic and economic ties 
with Iran. 

Mr. Vorontsov arrived here 
from Amman. During his stay in 
Jordan, he was received Ity His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai. 

In a statement given to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
upon his departure, Mr. Voront- 
sov expressed his pleasure over 
his visit to Jordan. 

He described his meetings with 
the Crown Prince and with the- 
prime minis ter as an excellent 
opportunity to exchange views 
about various issues of common 
interest. 

Mr. Vorontsov added that be 
would convey to the Soviet lead- 
ership Jordan’s view towards the 
Middle East issue, particularly 
with regard to holding an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East 

The Soviet official was seen off 
from Amman by Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs Sami 
Judeh, Foreign Ministry Secret- 
ary-General Nabih Al Nimer and 
senior ministry officials as well as 
Soviet Ambassador to Jordan, 
Alexander Zinchuk. 

Mr. Vorontsov’s trip to the 
Mutole East comes a few days- 
ahead of Mr. Shultz's visit to 
Moscow next week for talks with 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 


Palestinians in occupied territories 
stage protests over Shultz 9 visit 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Palestinians in the Israeli occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
staged strikes and stoned troops 
on Saturday after being called on 
to demonstrate against the visit of 
U.S. Secretary of State George. 
Shultz. 

Palestinian sources said six of 
the eight Palestinians invited to 
meet Mr. Shultz on Sunday 
would boycott the meeiting, 
sending the deposed mayor of 
Hebron, Mustafa Natshe, instead 
as a representative to deliver a 
hardline statement. 

The statement describes the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as the representative 
of the Palestinian people, de- 
nounces the closure of a PLO- 
linked information office in 
Washington and rejects U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 
as a basis for Middle East peace, 
they said. 

Leaflets signed by "National 


Forces in the Oompied Territor- 
ies” were distributed in Jeru- 
salem and G3za on Friday calling 
for protests against the Shultz 
visit and warning Arab notables 
not to meet the secretary of state. 

Ld Nablus, the West Bank's 
lamest city, a Palestinian youth was 
killed when a car hit him as he ran 
from Israeli soldiers, an Israeli 
army spokesman said. 

“A group of (protesters) 
stoned an army observation post 
and fled when reinforcements ar- 
rived, while fleeing one (protes- 
ter) ran into the stteet and was hit 
by a car,” the spokesman said. 

In. the Gaza Strip, troops 
opened fire on an Arab-owned 
car, wounding the four occu- 1 
pants. 

“The vehicle failed to stop at a 
checkpoint near Khan Yunis, the 
soldiers gave warning then 
opened fire, the driver was shot 
and three passengers wounded by 
shrapnel, the spokesman said. 


Palestinian sources said one 
man was seriously wounded after 
being shot in the back. All the 
injured were taken to hospital. 

Israeli soldiers opened fire in 
the Jerusalem suburb of Abu Dis 
to disperse Arabs who pelted 
them with stones, while stone- 
throwing protesters clashed with 
police in Jerusalem’s ancient wal- 
led city. 

Protests were also reported in 
Bethlehem, with demonstrators 
stoning army and police vehicles 
at a major road intersection. 

In Gaza, students at the Islamic 
University went on strike and 
schools were also boycotted, resi- 
dents said. 

A total commercial strike was 
in force in Arab Jerusalem and in 
the town of Ramallah, north of 
Jerusalem, where troops welded 
stores shut after shopkeepers re- 
fused to open, witnesses re- 
ported. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Burkina Faso coup leaders say 
Sankara planned to kill opponents 

/NV * A y a ATI / T> V I 1 A f (linMn n ah/I tn infidhtltlO r%t 


OUAGADOUGOU (R) — 
Several of Burkina Faso’s new 
military leaders met foreign 
ambassadors on Friday night and 


end to political infighting and 
economic chaos, the diplomats 


said. 


isbed West African nation since a 
1983 coup. 

Before the meeting it had not 

ambassadors on Friday night and been known whether they had _ Capt. Sankara and his aides, 
told them they bad not planned to sided with Capt. Compaore in including Interior Minister Ernest 
kill President Thomas Sankara. Thursday’s coup in which politic- Ouedraogo and presidential 

al sources said as many as 100 


It was the first confirmation 
that the 37-year-old paratroop 
captain had been shot dead. 

He died with 12 of his closest 
advisers when they resisted arrest 
in Thursday’s bloody coup, diplo- 
mats quoted the new team as 
saWag. 

The diplomats said the coup 
leader. Captain Blaise Com- 
paore, did not attend the meeting 
and his aides described him as too 
tired. 

Those present included Cap- - r — — - . 
tain Henri Zongo and Major tended to execute those planning 
Jean-Bm>tiste Lingani, the for- to oppose him at a meeting of the 
mer defence minis ter- NCR scheduled for Thursday 

Along with Capt. Sankara and evening 
CapL Compaore, the slain lead- T 

er’s second-in-command, they his — - 

made up the four-man team political style” and said rectifica- 
whjch had governed the impover- tions were badly needed to put an 


people were killed when troops 
stormed the presidential palace 
and the state radio building. 

The diplomats said that Capt. 
Compaore, Capt. Zongo and Ma- 
jor Lingani appeared to be the 
leading members of a so-called 
Popular Front set up to replace 
the now disbanded National Re- 
volutionary Council (NCR). 

Popular Front leaders told the 


spokesman Babou Paulin 
Bamouni, were buried in a 
cemetery near Ouagadougou on 
Friday morning but the Popular 
Front has yet to officially 
announce the deaths. 

Thousands of people, in 
solemn and silent mood, have 
filed past the graves in the past 24 
hours, eyewitnesses said. 

State radio, maintained a bar- 


* *,?*.*> * rage of anti-Sankara statements, 

diplomats they had acted on a with the latest criticising his “in- 
tipoff that Capt. Sankara in- fantile” foreign policy which it 

. J.J tUfu-a nlqnninn iifineAdL'Mrv tandnn 


VbUlUg! 

They also criticised at length 
“whimsical and immature 


said caused unnecessary tension 
with uonamed neighbouring 
states. 

Under left-wing Sankara, Bur- 
kina Faso fought a five-dav war 
with neighbouring Mali and rela- 
tions with pro-Western Ivory 
Coast deteriorated. 













Home-Middle East news 


Kuwait ‘tried to down Silkworm 


missile’ that hit U.S. flag tanker 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Kuwaiti military 
forces detected the firing of a Silkworm missile 
Friday at a tanker steaming inside its territorial 
waters and tried to shoot it down with a missile of 
their own. Pentagon sources disclosed. 


The sources, who insisted on 
anonymity, said Kuwaiti forces 
had fired a small surface-to-air 
missile from the island of Fayiaka 
at the Silkworm as it passed 
nearby on a trajectory toward an 
oil-loading facility. 

The Kuwaiti missile was unable 
to intercept the Silkworm, 
however, which then struck a 
Kuwaiti tanker flying the Amer- 
ican flag, the sources said. 

One "official identified the 
Kuwaiti missile as a "Strata.'' the 
old Western code name for the 
Soviet Union's SA-7. 

According to the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies, a 
London-based organisation that 
keeps track of niilitarv arsenals 
around the world. Kuwait is 
known to have purchased SA-7’s 
from the Soviet Union. The SA-7 
is a small, shoulder-fired anti- 
aircraft missile that relies on a 
heat-seeking warhead. 

The SA-? has a range of only 
slightly more than 2 miles (3.l! 
kilometres), however, "and it 
obviously wasn't good enough to 
down the Silkworm.” said one 


source. 

"The SA-7 is great against heli- 
copters. but you'd have to be 
mighty lucky to hit another mis- 
sile with one." 

"At least they tried to do some- 
thing." said another official. 

According to the sources, the 
Kuwaiti effort to down the missile 
explained why that Gulf state was 
so quick to identify the weapon 
that struck the Sea" Isle City as a 
Silkworm, a Chinese-built anti- 
shipping missile acquired by Iran 
that has a range of roughly 80 
kilometres. 

Despite the Kuwaiti claims, the 
Pentagon initially reported Fri- 
day morning it was unclear 
whether the tanker had been hit 
bv a bomb or missile. Only on 
Friday afternoon did the Penta- 
gon finally announce that it was 
convinced a Silkworm had been 
fired. 

The sources said the Silkworm 
was fired by Iranian forces from 
the Fao peninsula. That area is 
about $0 kilometres from the 


barely within the range of die 
Silkworm. 

Any missile fired by Iran from 
Al Fao toward the Kuwaiti 
anchorage must pass over or near 
the Kuwaiti island of Fayiaka. the 
sources said. 

It could not be learned im- 
mediately whether the Kuwaitis 
knew the Iranians were preparing 
to fire a missile or simply de- 
tected it on radar after it was 
launched. 

The Iranian missile blasted the 
U S. -flagged Kuwaiti tanker Fri- 


day. wounding the captain and 17 
other crewmen, iroderscorine 


other crewmen, underscoring 
Tehran’s defiance of the Amer- 
ican presence in the Gulf. 

It was the first direct attack on 
a Kuwaiti tanker re-registered in 
the United States. 

The White House said “Iran 
has committed an outrageous act 
of aggression against a non-bel- 


ligerent country, Kuwait, and a 
U.S. flag vessel operating com- 


Kuwaiii anchorage used by tank- 
ers when they mad oil — just 


U.S. flag vessel operating com- 
mercially and peacefully. 

U.S. officials hinted their re- 
sponse might be tempered be- 
cause it happened in Kuwaiti 
rather than international waters. 
But in Washington. Senator Sam 
Nunn, chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, said 
such attacks could lead to “possi- 
ble and even probable retalia- 
tion." 


U.S. has no easy options in response to Gulf ship attacks 


By- Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan's options for responding 
to a missile attack on a U.S.- 
flagged Kuwaiti tanker ranee 
from bombing or cruise missile 
attacks against Iran to doing no- 
thing. arms and foreign policy 
experts say. 

But they say each possible 
course of action has serious 


potential pitfalls, showing just 
how thorny the Gulf crisis has 


how thorny the Gulf crisis has 
become since Washington began 
escorting Kuwaiti tankers near 


the Iran-lraq war zone last July. 
The White House called the 


Friday attack on the SI. 283-tonne 
Sea Isle City an outrageous act of 
Iranian aggression, but gave no 
hint of what the United Slates 


Iran-lraq war that has been rag- 
ing since 1980. 

Mr. Ullman said the best 
course was not to retaliate at all 
and thus avoid embroiling the 
United States in a wider conflict, 
as happened in Vietnam in the 
1960s. America gradually in- 
creased its military pressure and 
in the end was defeated by tiny 
but determined North Vietnam. 

Other analysts, noting 
Washington had warned Iran not 
to use its Chinese-made Silkworm 
anti-ship missiles, said America 
would look weak if it failed to act. 

But Republican Senator Gor- 
don Humphrey said the question 
of retaliation had no easy answer. 


Iranian aggression, out gave no 
hint of what the United States 
would do about it. if anything. 

Administration sources said 
Mr. Reagan. 76. had convened 
his highly secret National Secur- 
ity Planning Group to discuss the 
options. 

Mr. Reagan left open the possi- 
bility of U.S. retaliation for a 
similar missile attack on Thurs- 
day on the U.S. -owned but Libe- 
rian-flagged supertanker Sungari, 
also in Kuwaiti waters. 

"If we get into Vietnam-style 
tit-for-tat can we make Iran say 
uncle' (yield)? I think not." saici 
Harlan Oilman, a former career 
naval officer, now a Gulf war 
expert at the private Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 

"Iran has been at war for seven 
vears and thrive guys arc tough." 
he said, referring to the bloody 


"If we do nothing, we look like 
wimps." he said. “If we do some- 


thing we’re in even deeper." 
Western diplomats in the Mid- 


dle East told Reuters the United 
States had to retaliate because 
Iran had seriously escalated the 
conflict. 

“(Washington) had no alterna- 
tive but to make a significant 
response," said one western 
ambassador in Dubai, speaking 
on condition he not be identified" 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz said in Israel on Friday "at 
the start of a Middle East tour: 
"It is important to recognise the 
ship was in Kuwait. So as the day 
before, it was the second day 
there was an attack in effect on 
Kuwait." 

That appeared to leave open 


that appeared to leave open 
the possibility that Washington 
could sav it was not resDonsible 


could say it was not responsible 
for ships in Kuwaiti waters and 


need not retaliate. 

Military experts said key U.S. 
options in responding to the latest 
attack included: 

— Attack Iranian Silkworm 
missile sites with conventional, 
radar-eluding cniise missiles such' 
as the Tomahawk, with a range of 
about 1,600 kilometres. Toma- 
hawks are carried by the bat- 
tleship Missouri, one of the 30- 
ship u.S. Navy force in the area. 
From die entrance to the Gulf the 
missiles could theoretically hit 
targets almost anywhere in Iran. 

An advantage of such an 
attack, which administration offi- 
cials said privately was an option 
under consideration, would be 
that no U.S. pilots could be shot 
down. A disadvantage, said re- 
tired Admiral Eugene Carroll of 
the private Centre for Defence 
Information think tank, was that 
missile accuracy limits made it 
very difficult to hit such a target, 
especially considering that the 
Silkworm could be moved about 
on trucks." This option is tike 
shooting an arrow into the air. It 
falls to earth we know not 
where,” Adm. Carroll said. 

— Hit military targets in south 
eastern Iran with carrier-based 
fighter-bombers. The advantage, 
said Adm. Carroll, was that these 
targets were within easy range of 
U.S. carriers in the Arabian Sea. 
One disadvantage was that it 
would be only an indirect repris- 
al. as the Silkworms were sus- 
pected of having been fired from 
the Fao peninsula in occupied 
Iraq. 

— Bomb Silkworm sites or 
other Iranian military installa- 


tions in the northern Gulf. That 
would be a direct reprisal, but 
analysts said it posed logistical 
problems as navy jets from fight- 
ers would have to refuel in a 
complicated procedure and might 
be detected en route by the £ra- 
nians. Adm. Carroll said the Un- 
ited States probably would lose 
planes. 

— Bomb Iranian targets with 
high-flying B-52s carrying con- 
ventional bombs. These planes 
might be harder to shoot down 
than navy jets, but experience in 
Vietnam showed bombs could fall 
wide of the mark and kill civilians 
indiscriminately. 

Mr. LHlman doubted the U.S.- 
Iranian conflict would intensify 
over the ship attack. He said the 
United States wanted to avoid 
embroiling itself in a costly war 
and Tehran feared U.S. mining of 
its harbours or a blockade of its 
shipping through the Gulf. 

The u.S. mining option has 
been suggested by House Armed 
Services Committee Chairman 
Les Asp in. 

Mr. Ullman said Washington 
and Tehran knew it was in their 
interests to contain the conflict. 

But experts on past crises said 
nations did not always act 
rationally and that events easily 
get out of control as military 
actions have unforeseen consequ- 
ences. 

As former Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara said at a sym- 
posium earlier this week on the 
1962 U.S.-Soviet confrontation 
over missiles in Cuba: "You can- 
not manage a crisis — there’s 
absolutely no way." 
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Shipowners 
fly foreign 
‘flag of 


Carter predicts more violence in Gulf 


WASHINGTON (R) - Former He said President ReagarTsde- 
Presidenr Jimmv Carter said on dsion to order U.S. Navy escorts 


President jimmy carter saio on cision to umci 
Friday that the united States had for re-flagged Kuwaiti tankers 
itribk Twin in ife H/9C ^ WixndpT as “Kuwait is a 


Iran did not claim responsibil- 
ity for the attack. President Aii 
Khamenei told a Muslim con- 
gregation in Tehran: “Where did 
the missile come from? The 
almighty knows best.” 

The American captain of the 
U.S.-registered tanker may lose 
his eyesight, hospital sources 
said. 

The sources at the AJ A dan 
Hospital near Kuwait’s main oil 
installations, said 50-year-old 
John Hunt suffered lacerations to 
the face, chest and left hand. 

He underwent surgery on his 
eyes on Friday afternoon but was 
unlikely to regain use of them, 
the sources said. 

Capt. Hunt was the most 
seriously injured of 18 crew-in- 
jured when the missile hit the 
accommodation quarters of the 
tanker. 

The hospital sources said 
another member of the crew. 


convenience’ 


effectively sided with Iraq in its 
seven-year-old war with Iran and 
predicted U.S. forces would be 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 
’ 1920s, when it was illegal to serve 
alcohol aboard U.S. ships, an 
American line put two of its 
cruise ships under the flag of 
Panama, says Philip J. Loree, 
director of the Federation of 
American Controlled Shipping. 

Today major shipowners from 


drawn into more intense fighting. 
Responding to news the White 


Responding to news the White : » . . 

House had accused Iran of a responding to a question from tne 
missile attack against the 81*283- audience at a symposium on U.o. 


was a blunder as “Kuwait is a 
Icey ally of Iraq in the war. 

“It was a very serious mistake 
for us to become involved in 
effect as a belligerent." he said. 


“I've dealt with the psycholo* 
of Iranians... It is a consumatira 
of their ordained existence togjy 
their lives against a declare 
enemy," he said. 


Norway to Japan register some of 
their ships under “flags of con- 
venience" — not because of li- 
quor laws, but because it saves 
money on wages and taxes. 

They include French, West 
German and Greek owners. Mr. 
Loree said. 

Some governments have fouod 
ways of keeping ships under their 
own flags but easing tax and 
manning requirements. British 
ships, for example, are now often 
registered in Gibraltar or the Isle 
of Man. Both are part of Britain, 
but different regulations apply. 

Metre Kongshera, transporta- 
tion counsellor at the Norwegian 


me U.S.-flagged Sea Isle City foreign policy. . 

Kuwaiti waters on Friday, Mr. Mr. Carter, a Georgia Demo- 
rter said: U I think perhaps crat, cited his own bitter expert- 
'll respond. This is the tragedy ence with Iran during the 1979" 
it." 19S1 hostage crisis in which 52 

“Down through history Americans were held prisoner. 


3S-year-oId British engineer 
Robert Stanley, had burns over 


Robert Stanley, had burns over 
15 per cent of his body. 

The wounded, out of a crew of 
28, included another Briton, one 
Italian, a Pakistani and 13 Filipi- 
nos. Eleven received hospital 
treatment, the sources said. 

Shipping sources said the mis- 
sile hit the front of the accom- 
modation quarters setting them 
on fire. 


tonne U.S.-nagged Sea Isle City 
in Kuwaiti waters on Friday, Mr. 
Carter said: U I think perhaps 
we’U respond. This is the tragedy 
of it.” 

“Down through history 
whenever a nation uke ours in- 
jects itself into a military conflict, 
a civil war like in Lebanon or a 
war like between Iran and Iraq, 
we almost inevitably are destined 
to become involved as a bellige- 
rent," Mr. Carter told an audi- 
ence at Washington’s Interna- 
tional Club. 


Negotiations stalled and an abor- 
tive military rescue effort 


live military rescue effort 
doomed Mr. Carter’s chances of 
reelection. Mr. Reagan beat him 
by a landslide in 1980. 

Mr. Carter said suicide attacks 
on U.S. warships by Iranian boats 
laden with explosives were a se- 
rious threat. 


"I was in the navy for II ycar 
and I know the vulnerability 0 
ships to this kind of a suicki 
attack. I don’t think there is an 
doubt that if this continues we % 
going to see a similar attac 
maybe on an American warship, 

Mr. Carter estimated the ui 
ited States was spending more o 
Gulf naval operations than ih 
value of oil exports that Washim 
ton was supposedly protecting! 

He said the U.S. naval opera 
tions had intensified the violent 
in the Gulf, leading to mor 
deaths and attacks on ships tha 
would have occurred if Americ 
had stayed out and pressed d 
plomatic solutions to the war. 


Iraq under curfew for nationwide census 




that Norway once had the world's 
biggest merchant fleet. 

As of July 1, there were 486 
Norwegian-owned ships reg- 
istered under the Norwegian flag 
and 491 under other flags. Begin- 
ning July 1, Norway introduced a 
new system under which some 
ships could still be considered 
Norwegian but are entered on a 
special register that enables them 
to hire more non-Norwegian 
crew. 

On Thursday, what was be- 
lieved to be an Iranian missile 
struck the Sungari, which flies the 
Liberian flag but is owned by a 
New York company. Under pre- 
sent U.S. policy it was not enti- 
tled to U.S. protection. 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi citizens 
stayed home under almost total 
curfew on Saturday for the big- 
gest census in the country's his- 
tory. 

Shops, offices, banks and 
transport systems all closed 
down. 

Streets in Baghdad and other 
cities were deserted, apart from 
workers in essential services, as 


government officials made house- 
to-house calls. More than 170,000 
of them, using 6.000 cars, were 
involved in the nationwide exer- 
cise. 

Outgoing flights from Baghdad 
were halted and incoming passen- 
gers were being kept at the air- 
port until the nine-hour curfew 
ends at 5 p.m. 

The last curfew imposed in 


Iraq, ten years ago, was for 
similar census which establishe 
total population at 12 million. 

President Saddam Hussein h: 
repeatedly said it now exceeds 1 
million. 


For the past seven years, Ira 
has been at war with neighbor 
ing Iran whose population i 
around three times bigger. 


Iran reportedly may have seized 30 Stingers 


WASHINGTON (R) — Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards may have 
stolen as many as 30 U.S.-made 
Stinger missiles from an Afghan 
rebel convoy last spring, Defence 


Stingers to Gulf Arab states, fear- 
ing tney migh t fall into the hands 
of extremists, but has supplied 
large numbers to the Afghan 
guerrillas fighting the Soviet- 
backed government in Afgha- 
nistan. 


rebel convoy last spring, Dt 
officials said on Saturday. 


American owners of ships 
flying other flags met recently 
with U.S. Undersecretary of 


with U.S. Undersecretary of 
State Michael Annacost to ask 
protection in the Gulf war, but 
there has been no public indica- 
tion that President Ronald 
Reagan’s administration is ready 
to grant it. 

Iran and Iraq have been attack- 
ing neutral shipping in the Gulf 


The LToited States said it found 
firing mechanisms and packing 
material for a Stinger aboard one 
of two Iranian patrol boats 
captured in a clash in the Gulf on 
Oct. 8. 

Hie Iranians claimed to have 
brought down a U.S. helicopter 
with a Stinger during the inci- 
dent, in which a third Iranian 
patrol boat was sunk and two 
Ir anians were killed. 

Washington has refused to sell 


oians." 

The officials, who asked nor 
be identified, said they now b 
iieved the Iranians may ha' 
seized up to 30 Stingers from 
rebel truck convoy. 


.armoured Soviet helicopters with 
the shoulder-fired missile which 
has a maximum range of eight 
kilometres. 

Earlier, Defence officials had 
told Reuters: “There are indica- 
tions a half-dozen missiles were 
stolen by people who are Iranian 
— Revolutionary Guards — or 
perhaps who work for the Ira- 


Serial numbers on the pai 
enabled the United States 
trace their origin. 

The New York Times said ( 
Saturday the Afghan convoy hi 
crossed the border into Iran, fi 
unclear reasons, and had bet 


overcome by a group of Irania 
after a firelight. 


The Iranians were reported t 
have freed the Afghanis but kq 
the Stingers. 


Missile attacks show Kuwaiti oil 


for the past seven years. The 
United States and other leading 
navies have started giving more 
protection in recent months, but 
only to ships registered in their 
own countries. 

The United States protects 
only ships under the U.S. flag. 
They include the Kuwaiti oil 


exports still vulnerable despite escort 


tankers now flying the U.S. flag, 
but which can not land at a U.S. 


but which can not land at a U.S. 
port. 

“A ship like that costs about 
$700,000 a year to operate, with 
British officers and mostly Filipi- 
no crews," Mr. Loree sad in an 
interview. “If they came into an 
American port, they wouid have 
to have all American officers and 
75 per cent American crews. That 
would raise the cost to about $3.4 
million a year.” 

A ship owned by an American 
company can employ a foreign 
crew, pay foreign wages and land 
in the United States — as lone as 


it flies another county’s flag. 
Other countries have similar res- 
trictions. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iranian mis- 
sile strikes on tankers off Kuwait 
show the emirate’s vital oil export 
line is still open to attack in spite 
of the presence in the Gulf region 
of nearly 30 U.S. warships sent to 
protect it 

The U.S.-owned Sungari, hit 
on Thursday and Kuwait's Sea 
Isle City, sailing under the 
American flag and attacked on 
Friday, were the first Kuwaiti- 
operated tankers damaged since 
July 24 when the Bridgeton hit a 
mine. 

Kuwait said two weeks ago it 
was pleased with U.S. Navy 
escorts of its reflagged tankers 
even though the scheme had 
slowed down some oil and gas 
deliveries. 

Since July Iran has attacked 
several other tankers away from 
the escorted convoys, bound to or 
from Kuwait. 

Friday’s attack a few miles 


from Kuwait's two oil ports, Mina 
Al Ahmadi and Shuaiba, showed 
Iran’s ability to hit Kuwait where 
it hurt. Western diplomats in the 
region said. 

Most of the emirate’s crude oil, 
petroleum products and pet- 
rochemical exports, its main 
source of income, are shipped 
from the two ports. 

Last week bankers in Kuwait 
were saying ofl revenues this year 
were expected to be more than 
2.2 billion dinars ($7.8 billion), in 
contrast to 1986 when they were 
50 per cent lower partly because 
of lower oil prices. 

Oil industry sources said the 
latest Iranian attack might further 
slow the movement of Kuwaiti 
oil. 

The emirate's oil output ex- 
ceeded 1.8 million barrels a day 
in August, the highest since 1980 
and more than double the agreed 
996,000 barrels which the Orga- 


nisation of Petroleum Exportiu 
Countries (OPEC) has set as ii 
quota. 

. At least six tankers- owned c 
operated by Kuwait .oil tankei 
company came under attack i 
1986, leading to fears that th 
emirate's oil and products expon 
would be disrupted. 

These fears worsened with th 
arrival of U.S. warship escorts ft 
half of Kuwait's 22-tanker flee 

Kuwait said after Thursday* 
attack that all its oil facilities wen 
working normally and the flor 
had- not been interrupted. 

The emirate is struggling t< 
increase oil revenue to help i 
recover from a five-year recessioi 
stemming from falling oil price 
and a 1982 stock market crash 

It increased oil output in Au 
gust, with roost other Gulf pro 
ducers, to more than 1.8 millioi 
barrels daily from 1.3 millioi 
barrels in July. 
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with chances far scattered' showers. A 


MARKET PRICES 


gradual drop in temperature is ex- 
peered, and winds will be wesleriv 


Uppcr/hvvr price in 
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08:Q0 Aqaba (RJ) 

12.-00 Vienna. New TorhtRJ) 

1240 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

1340 Cairo (RJ) 

28:40 Kuwait (RJ) 
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Amman 13/2 
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20:55 Baghdad (RJ) 
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Eggplant (taisc) 
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2240 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 
23:00 Bangkok (RJ) 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 23.7. Aqaba 2S. Humtdilv read- 
ings: Amman 49 per cent. Aqaba 42 
per cent. 
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420 -' 360 
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Jordan honours farmers 


AMMAN (Petra) — Six fanners 
-who had excelled in the cultiva- 
tion of their land and in raising 
livestock were honoured Satur- 
day at a special ceremony "held at 
Tyche Hotel in Amman as part of 
the country's celebrations of the 
World Food Day. 

The sox fanners received cer- 
tificates of merit and awards from 
•the Ministry of Agriculture 
Under Secretary Salem A1 Lavra. 
Lawzi. 

Dr. Lawzi, addressing the cere- 
mony. said that Jordan has been 
striving to increase food produc- 
tion and to ensure food security 
for its people. 

Jordan realises the world food 
problem and is ready to work in 
solidarity with Arab states and 
world nations at large and with 
various world organisations to 
combat hunger, poverty and mal- 
nutrition, Dr. Lawzi said in his 
address. 

He said that Jordan has been 
able to accomplish great achieve- 
ments in the agricultural sector in 
a relatively short period of time 
especially in achieving self suffi- 
ciency in the production of veget- 
ables, fruits and poultry. 

But, he promised, Jordan will 
continue to strive to produce 
more dairy products, lean meat 
and meat in general. 

Dr. Lawzi said that Jordan will 
make every possible effort for 
ensuring food security that leads 
to world peace because it realises 
that the world community has the 
potential to eradicate all' roots of 

E overty, malnutrition and 
anger. 

. The ceremony was also addres- 
sed by Dr. Abdnl Karim A1 
Khazraji. director of the Amman- 
based Regional Poultry T rainin g 
and Development Centre for the 
Near East. 

Dr. Khazraji said that the U.N. 
Food and Ami culture Organisa- 
tion (FAO) has realised the im- 
portance of producing as much 
food as possible by depending on 
small farmers: and that for this 
reason FAO has been extending 
credits to various countries to 
help small farmers to achieve that 
goal. 

In his speech. Dr. Khazraji out- 
lined the various efforts of FAO 
in promoting food production 
and improving living conditions 
in the rural regions around the 
world. 

Mr. Qasem Amara, repre- . 
sentative of tire United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) in Jordan, made a 


speech in which he underlined the 
importance of incre asing food 
production. He said that hunger 
caused the death of 15 mfflion 
children in 1984 alone. 

He praised Jordan’s efforts for 
providing protection and assist- 
ance to us small farmers and for 
the enactment of legislations 
which contribute towards these 
farmers’ endeavours. 

On the occasion of the World 
Food Day on Friday, Ministry of 
Supply Undersecretary Abdul- 
lah Ai Hawamdeh said! that the 
ministry’ spares no effort to pro- 
vide continuous supply of food at 
reasonable prices to citizens. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Aaency, Petra, Mr. 
Hawamdeh outlined the minis- 
try's role in developing food, 
describing it as essential and im- 
portant. 

“The ministry contributes to 
draw up standard specifications 
for the local food production and 
adheres to such specifications,'' 
he said. “In case of shortage in 
the local production of food, the 
ministry imports such food items 
as wheat, rice, sugar, meat, poul- 
try, lentils, powdered milk and 
ouve oil through international 
tenders, in whicnJordanian mer- 
chants take part. 

“Prices of such food items are 
reasonable and stable throughout 
the vear,” Mr. Hawamdeh noted. 

He added that some items are 
even sold at prices less than the 
cost prices as it is the case of flour 
and some kinds of fodder. 

Mr. Hawamdeh pointed out 
that the ministry imports every 
year 400,000 tonnes of wheat, 
120,000 tonnes of sugar, 60,000 
tonnes of rice, 24,000 tonnes of 
mfeat, 4,000 tonnes of poultry in 
case of a shortage in local produc- 
tion. 3,000-4,000 tonnes of olive 
oil, 3,000 tonnes of lentils, 
120,000 tonnes of barley, 60,000 
tonnes of maize in addition to 
vegetable oils and ghee. 

Speaking 6n the ministry’s pro- 
jects. Mr. Hawamdeh said that 

siloT'wS^a capacity of 35$5)00 
tonnes which will be increased to 
‘500,000 tonnes to ensure that 
there is enough simply of wheat. 

Tbe Ministry has also con- 
structed stores with a present 
capacity of 100,000 tonnes to be 
increased to 150,000 tonnes in the 
future. It also has cold rooms in 
Aqaba. Juwaideb and Irbid to 
store items that are destroyed by~, 
heat. 


Seminar tackles drug addiction 


Report highlights Israeli 
moves against Arab education 


AMMAN (Petra) — A report 
submitted to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) reveals inhuman practices 
exercised by the Israeli author- 
ities against the Arab population 
under Israel's occupation and 
against the freedom of Arab- 
owned academic institutions. 

The report, prepared by Father 
Edward Bonnet from the Lou- 
vain University of Brussels spoke 
in length about tbe closure by 
Israeli authorities of Arab educa- 
tional institutions and universities' 
and the disruption of educational 
life in the Israeli-held Arab lands. 

The Israeli authorities carried 
out 47 closures of these institu- 
tions in the past few years causing 
the loss of 1,787 school days, the 
report said. 

' The report noted that towards 
the end of the past academic 
year, a new wave of additional 
closures were ordered of different 
institutions of higher learning, 
including Birzeit, Bethlehem, Al 
Najah and Hebron universities. 

The Israeli authorities normal- 
ly impose strict control on all- 
Arabic-la nguage publications and 
all Arab authors and writers are 
usually questioned and their pub- 
lications confiscated for merely 
mentioning the name of Pales- 
tine, Father Bonnet pointed out. 
He said that in this respect nearly 
2,000 publications were banned. 

The banning of cultural pub- 
lications, the report said, is 
bound to cause severe damage to 
the education of Palestinian chil- 
dren. 

The Arab universities under 
Israeli rule continue to complain 


of Israel's interference in their 
academic work — whenever they 
establish new faculties or 
whenever they purchase equip- 
ment for training — the report 
added. 

In addition, the report said, the 
Israeli authorities continue to im- 
pose restrictions on university 
professors and confine some of. 
them to house arrests lasting for 
up to six months. 

The report cited in particular- 
the year-long bouse arrest im- 
posed on 14 officials and teachers 
from Biizeit University during 
the 1985/86 academic year ana 
the deportation of seven of these 
teachers to the East Bank without 
having committed any offence. 

At least 94 Birzeit University 
students have been arrested in 
the past academic year, most of 
whom without any charge made 
against them, the report noted. 

In addition, it said, the Uni- 
versity of Hebron, AI Najah and 
Birzeit have witnessed search op- 
erations by Israeli police who _ „ 

eventually clashed with the stu- \ 
dents. 

In one of these clashes, last 
December, three students were 
killed and 14 injured at the band 
of the Israeli forces, the report 
noted. 

Obstructing the work of Arab 
universities under Israeli rule 
means depriving some 17,000 of 
the local students of their higher 
education, the report said. 

During his stay m the occupied 
territories to prepare for his re- 
port, Father Bonnet conducted 
interviews with 150 Arab citizens 
including academicians and 
prominent personalities. 


IRBID (Petra) — A three-day 
symposium on combating drugs 
opened at Yarmouk University 
Saturday under the patronage of 
His Roval Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh, 
deputising for Prince Hassan, del- 
ivered the Crown Prince's speech 
is which he underlined the need 
for Arab universities and re- 
search centres to double their 
efforts to combat drug addiction. 

Prince Hassan called for se- 
rious efforts io be made at all 
regional and international levels 
in the fight against drugs. Large 
sectors of Arab societies have 
fallen victim to drugs and it is 
therefore tbe national duty of all 
Arabs to contribute to the en- 
deavours being staged to stem 
this grave danger. 

In the first half of the 20th 
century and in the past two de- 
cades many world communities 
have faDeo victim to the serious 
effects of drugs which have des- 
troyed the lives of many youths. 
Prince Hassan said. 

This symposium, he added, 
coincides with serious efforts 
being exerted by the United Na- 
tions and the international com- 
munity which lately endorsed an 
international strategy for combat- 
ing drugs and narcotics. 


The endorsement was followed 
by the convening of an interna- 
tional conference at the ministe- 
rial level to find proper solutions 
to drug addiction ana the confer- 
ence resulted in the adoption of a 
comprehensive plan for ihe fight 
against narcotics, Prince Hassan 
noted. 

The Arab region, Prince Has- 
san said, has recently witnessed 
Serious efforts in combating drug 
addiction and Arab governments 
have recently endorsed a pan- 
Arab plan, enacted laws and reg- 
ulations and woiked out prog- 
rammes for combating narcotics. 

Jordan has been among the 
leading countries to undertake 
efforts In this direction since the 
early 1970s and successive, gov- 
ernments undertook a number of 
measures, carried out research 
studies and formed a national 
committee for the sake of fighting 
narcotics and drug addiction - . 
Prince Hassan added. 

In addition, he said. Jordan has 
set up a national psychiatric cen- 
tre with a special wing for dealing 
with drug addicts. 

Moreover, Jordan looks to 
pan-Arab efforts and cooperation 
with various world organisations 
to control drug addiction and to 
stem its causes; and Jordan hopes 
that this symposium will usher in 


a campaign for spreading aware- 
ness among members of the pub- 
lic to warn against this problem 
and its consequences. Prince Has- 
san said. He urged the participants 
to help implement its resolutions 
and recommendations. 

Also addressing the opening 
session was Yarmouk University 
President Mohammad Ham dan 
who spoke of his university's 
efforts to contribute to solving 
problems of the local community. 

Drug trafficking and drug 
addiction are considered among 
tbe problems of the modern age 
and for this reason, the university 
organised this symposium ana 
hopes that the participants will 
lead tbe way in helping the coun- 
try to overcome problems result- 
ing horn addiction. 

The participants, all specialists 
and lawyers, will discuss three 
working papers dealing with 
narcotics, the spread of drugs 
among youths, means of dealing 
with the drug addicts and psycho- 
logical treatment of addicts as 
well as the social and economic 
dangers of drugs on society. 

The governor of Irbid and the 
president of the Jordan Universi- 
ty of Science and Technology 
were among those attending the 
opening session. 


Ministry begins training course 
to upgrade municipal efficiency 


SALT (Petra) — The Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Saturday 
opened a training course for per- 
sonnel employed by 13 municipal 
and local councils in the BaJqa- 
District. 

The participants, who are en- 
gineers. surveyors and foremen 
employed in carrying out diffe- 
rent municipal projects in the 
Baiqa Gove morale, will hear lec- 
tures on municipal regulations* 
and laws, water and health ser- 
vices, control of food supplies 
and the work of slaughter houses. 

The training course is the third 
of its kind held by the ministry for 


the benefit of municipal councils 
in the Kingdom. 

According to a ministry 
spokesman, two other training 
courses will be held after the 
conclusion of this week-long 
training course which is being 
held at the Princess Rahrneh 
Community Development Centre 
in tiie town of Allan near Salt. 

Addressing the opening session 
was Ministry Under-Secretary 
Awad Al Tal who said that the 
government has given sufficient 
care to the development of local 
communities through promoting 
the work of municipal councils. 

He said that to ensure local 


people’s participation in running 
the affairs of their respective re- 
gions and carrying out various 
public activities nearly 20 courses 
for municipal personnel are being 
organised in cooperation with the 
University of Jordan, the Insti- 
tute of Public Administration every 
year. 

The courses are aimed at pro- 
viding the participants with skills 
to raise their efficiency and to 
promote the work of local coun- 
cils, the under-secretary noted. 

Salt Mayor Abdul' Razzak 
Nsour was among those attending 
the opening ceremony. 


Parliament chambers endorse 
replies to speech from throne 


By a Jordan Times Reporter 

AMMAN — Id two separate sessions held on 
Saturday, the Upper House (Senate) and Lower 
House of Parliament endorsed their respective re- 
plies to the speech from the throne, which His 
Majesty King Hussein delivered at the official 
reconvening of Parliament last week. 

The replies of both Houses are 
expected to reaffirm Parliament’s 
support to the government policy 
as contained in the speech from 
the throne and covering Jordan's 
national, regional, pan- Arab as 
well as international policies and 
programmes. 

No date was given as to when 
both Houses would present their 
replies to the King who is current- 
ly on a private visit to Britain. 

’ Minister of State for Par- 
liamentary Affairs Sami Joudeh 
said that Parliament on Saturday 
notified the Royal Court that the 
replies of both Houses to the 
speech from the throne have been 
endorsed and were ready to be 
presented to King Hussein, or 
His Roval Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Die Regent. 

According to the House inter- 
nal charter' the two chambers' 
replies to the speech from the 
throne should be endorsed during 
a period not exceeding seven davs 
from the date of tne speech’s 
delivery. 

“From a legal point of view, 
both replies have been approved 
by the Senate and Lower House 
within ihe set period of time. 

Now its up to the Royal Court to 
set a date for summoning the two 
Houses to present their replies," 

Dr. Joudeh told the Jordon 
Times. 

Senators who met under the 
chairmanship of their Speaker 
Ahmad Al Lawzi, did not intro- 
duce any major changes to their 
chamber’s reply which was 
drafted bv a three-member com- 
mittee. Tbe only alterations made 
to the draft speech — prior to its 
•endorsement — were a number 
of grammatical rephrasings. 


The Lower House also en- 
dorsed the draft speech os pre- 
pared by its six-member commit- 
tee. However. Karak Deputy 
Riyad Al Nawaisch had some 
reservations on a number of 
points included in the draft 
speech. 

Most of the Lower House’s 
two-and-a-h.iif hour meeting was 
dedicated to the formation of the 
chamber’s four temporary com- 
mittees — tourism and national 
guidance, education, agriculture 
and occupied territories affairs. 

Members of the first three 
committees were chosen by voice 
vote, and the committee for occu- 
pied territories affairs was formed 
by a secret balloting; process. 

The maximum number of de- 
puties for each committee is 15 
members- according to Parlia- 
ment regulations. 

Because a number of conten- 
ders for the first three committees 
withdrew their nominations, 
bringing the number down to 15, 
no balloting process was needed. 

However, three rounds of sec- 
ret ballots were held to determine 
the composition of the occupied 
territories affairs committee since 
22 candidates were competing. 

Each of the 44 deputies present 
during Saturday's session bad to 
fill a Ballotpaper with a list of 15 
from the 22 contenders. 

Following is a breakdown of 


each of the four committees 
members: 

Committee for tourism and 
national guidance: Chairman and 
rapporteur undecided: members: 
Fanih Abu Jahcr, Edward Kha* 
mis, Fouad Qaqish, Fawzi 
Touaimch. Mchammad Al Haj 
Abdullah. Farouo Al Hamdalfah, 
Jalal Marzouq At Oallab. Amin 
Majaj, ZouhairThouqan Al Hus- 
sein. Milleh Al Odrailah, Dr. 
Nazih Amareen. Faisal Ibn Jazi. 
Mufid Al Mubaslat, Duoud 
Sulaimun. 

Committee for education. 
Chairman and rapporteur unde- 
cided; members: Abdul llaqi 
Jammo. Mufid Al Mubaslat. Dr 
Touaimch. Leith Shbeilat. Mr. 
Hussein. Mr. Hai Abdullah, 
Yousef Al Athem. Fouad Farraj, 
Mr. Khamis Ziyad Al Yunis. Dr. 
Amareen. Mohammad Al 
Thweieb. Ismail Hijxri and Mr 
Abu Jjbcr. 

Committee for agriculture: 
Chairman and rapporteur unde- 
cided: members. Mr. Odlallah, 
Khaled Al Fayyad. Dr 
Touaimch. Mr. Haj‘ Abdullah, 
Abduiwahab Al Tarawneh, 
Sheikh Ibn Jau, Fayyjd Jarur. 
Rizk AI Batuvnch. Sir. Julia: \! 
Oallah, Mr. Yunis. Mr Hamdai- 
lah. Nicola Akvl. Mr Mub.u-.it. 
Jamal Obeidat. and Wahid 
Ja'.ibari. 

Committee for occupied terri- 
tories affairs: Chairman and rap- 
porteur undecided; members: 
Mousu Abu Ghoush. Maher 
Irsheid, Mr. Suiaiman. Ribht 
Mustafa. Mr. Jarrar, Nawaf Ai 
Oadi, Mr. Yunis. Mr. Thwneb, 
Mr. Jaabari, Mr. Mubaslat. 
Tahsccn Al Fans. Hifri Malhcrs, 
Mr. Batayneh, Mr. Fayyad and 
Salman Oudah. 


Amman to attend Ottawa talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater Amman Municipality will take 
part in an international conference of mayors scheduled to be held 
in Ottawa. Canada, on Oct. 20. The four-day conference, which 
will be hosted bv Ottawa's mayor, will discuss topics related to 
environmental, planning and managerial aspects of world capitals 
and urban development as well as population growth. 


Reagan: Gulf threats will be 
dealt with ‘appropriately’ 


j 

':'l Continued from page T) 

the continuation' mid expansion 
of the war to die effect of jeopar- 
dising Arab security," the state- 
ment said. 

The emergency Arab summit 
would mainly focus on Arab rela- 
tions with Iran after Tehran’s 
refusal to abide by U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 598 deman- 
ding a ceasefire in tbe war with 
Iraq. 

The statement said the Arab 
diplomats “expressed their coun- 
tries' sympathies and firm solidar- 
ity with the State of Kuwait ver- 
sus these aggressions.” 

In addition to the Iranian mis- 
sile fired at tbe Sea Isle City, the 
U.S.-owned, Liberian-flag Sun- 
gari also was damaged by a mis- 
sile^ on Thursday. 

Kuwait’s Foreign Under- 
secretary Suleiman Majed AI 
Shaheen summoned the ambassa- 
dors of the 15 countries member 
of the U-N. Security Council, an 
official announcement said. 

It said Mr. Shaheen briefed the 
diplomats on the Iranian attacks 
◦n two tankers in Kuwaiti territo- 
rial waters and told them that 
“Kuwait was taking whatever me- 
asures that it deemed appropriate 
for protecting its security, safety 


Kuwait has lodged a protest 
| against the Iranian attacks at the 
i United Nations and reserved the 
) right to call for an . emergency 
\ Security Council session on the 
* incidents, according to reports 
from New York. 

After the first attack on Thurs- 
day, Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al Ahmad sent urgent 
messages to the U.N. secretary- 
general and to the secretary- 

S nerals of the Arab League, the 
ulf Cooperation Council and 
the 46-nation Organisation of 
Islamic Conference. 

A senior U.S. official accom- 


Palestinians stage protest against Shultz’ visit 


. (Continued from page 1) 

East Jerusalem Arabic-lan- 
guage newspapers listed the six 
Palestinian leaders who would 
send a joint statement to Mr. 
Shultz as Mr. Natshe, philosophy 
professor Sari Nnsseioeh, Gaza 
doctor Hatem Abu Gbazaleh, 

e ’ its association president 
Abu Ayyash, Nablus 
b usines sman Said Kana'an and 
Hebron businessman Faez 
JCawasmeh, 

. They said tbe Palestinian Com- 
for -Family Reunification, 
campaigning for spouses and rela- 
tive or West Bank and Gaza 
raadents to be allowed to live in 
tiie occupied territories, planned 
fo.picket Mr. Shultz’s Jerusalem 
hotel on Sunday and had asked to 
meet him: ' 

- Mr- .Shultz -held talks with 
Israeli leaders on Friday. 


A spokesman for Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir said Mr. 
Shultz held a 50-minute private 
meeting with the premier. 

Mr. Shultz bad a separate 
meeting with Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, Mr. Shamir’s part- 
ner in the coalition government. 

U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Charles Redman called the 
talks “friendly, cordial, useful. He 
said peace efforts “no doubt (were) 
the primary focus of discussion.” 

“If some of them wish to go to 
the United States, they can apply 
for an immigration visa' through 
regular channels," Pazner said, 
but added that they should first 
come here. “They are being ‘re- 
patriated,' so they should come to 
Israel,'' he said. 

Mr. Shultz's talks also focused 
on Israel’s campaign for massive 
increases in Jewish immigration 


from tbe Soviet Union. 

Both Mr. Shamir and Mr. 
Peres urged Mr. Shultz, who will 
be in Moscow next week, to relay 
to Soviet authorities their insist- 
ence that Jews with exit permits 
be flown here directly. 

Israeli leaders told Mr. Shultz 
it was important to establish 
direct flights from Moscow to 
Israel for Soviet Jews because 
according to the current rate only 
about one-third of the emigrants 
were coming to Israel, while the 
rest settiedT in Europe or the 
United Stares. 

“I don't see that in some sense 
we are at loggerheads,” Redman 
told reporters later. 

But he said Mr. Shultz restated 
the U.S. position that emigrants 
should have “freedom of choice" 
regarding their destinations and 
should not be forced to fly direct- 
ly to Israel. 


panying U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz to Saudi Arabia 
for talks with King Fahd said it 
was not clear the Sea Isle City 
was singled out because it was 
flying the U.S. flag. 

“I do not have evidence that 
the U.S. flag on the Sea Isle Gty 
was spotted” and the target was 
that precise,” the official told 
reporters. 

Kuwait's state-controlled press 
has urged decisive U.S. action 
against Iran for tbe missile attack. 

“Will the U.S. come out with a 
strong deterrent action or will it 
just keep putting interpretations 
to these defiant acts to embolden 
the perpetrator?" the Kuwait 
Times asked. 

The Arabic daily Al Anbaa 
said Friday's attack amounted to 
an Iranian declaration of war 
against Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia denounced on 
Saturday “open Iranian aggres- 
sion” on tankers in Kuwaiti wa- 
ters and expressed solidarity with 
the emirate in the defence of its 
territory, the Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) reported. 

Flash floods 
wreak havoc 

(Continued from page 1) 
Friday, the PSD said that the 
floods carried earth and stone 
that blocked several roads. Civil 
defence and PSD teams were at 
work on Saturday to open the 
closed roads. 

Rains continued on Saturday in 
Amman and other parts of the 
country with thunderstorms at 
times. 

The director-general of the 
Meteorological Department, Ali 
Abanda, said the rains were the 
result of instability in atmosphere 
resulting from the creation of a 
depression over the Red Sea 
which extended northwards to 
cover the southern and eastern 
regions of Jordan and Syria. 

Dr. Abanda told Petra that the 
depression in the lower layers- of 
the atmosphere coincided with 
the accumulation of cold air 
fronts in the higher layers causing 
wind to blow and clouds to form 
turning into rains in most parts of 
the eastern and southern parts of 
tbe Kingdom. 

According to Dr. Abanda, the 
Al Jafr region in the south-east 
received 66 millimetres of rain 
until 9 p.m. on Friday the highest 
amount of rain to fall this year. 
The storm and wind, which had a 
speed of 55 kilometres an hour, 
caused clouds of dust in most of 
the regions of the east and south. 
Dr. Abanda added. 

Dr. Abanda said that, although 
the storm had subsided, the King- 
dom would remain under the 
effect of the depression and that 
more showers are expected to fall 
m Jordan over the coming two 
days. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary issue No 353 



Drawing of: Oct. 17, 1987 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 25993 

Wins JD 20,000 


Holder of ticket No. 50186 

Wins JD 5,000 


Holder of ticket No. 51374 

Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 30109 

Wins JD 2,000 


Holder of ticket No. 20456 

Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 16512 


Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 37713 

Wins JD 800 


Holder of ticket No. 


06690 

Wins JD 600 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 800 each wins JO ; 

25994 25903 25093 26993 35993 
25992 25983 25893 24993 15993 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 400 each wins JD40 

50187 50196 50286 51186 00186 
50185 50176 50086 59186 40186 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

51375 51384 51474 52374 01374 
51373 51364 51274 50374 41374 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD IO 

30100 301 19 30209 31 109 40109 
30108 30199 30009 39109 20109 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD S 

20457 20466 20556 21456 30456 
20455 20446 20356 29456 10456 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 60 each wins JD A 

16513 16522 16612 17512 26512 
16511 16502 16412 15512 06512 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 40 each wins JD 4 

37714 37723 37813 38713 47713 
37712 37703 37613 36713 27713 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 20 each wins JD 2 

06691 06600 06790 07690 16690 
06699 06680 06590 05690 56690 


f 

Ticket numbers 

05077 05243 34722 08653 

win JD 200 each 

Ticket numbers 

V 

46532 0088542060 

win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


/ 

7101 7691 7296 9907 6227 win jd 20 each 

64744783522832012502 

N 

Win JD 10 each 

993211766 297149 

Win JD 5 each 


6000 tickets ending with 3 Win JD 2 each. 

V * 

J 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


Thirty covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 


115399 627302386 


Win JD 10 


Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 352 of Oct. 2, 1987 








Wald KaJffluanl 
Unemployed — Amman 
PuB fret JO 20,000 


Tayswr Budair 
ptoyM — Amman 
l second JO 5,000 


Hose* hus$am 
Drtver — Baqaa 
Ha# Wrd JD l.zsn 


tssa Mohammad 
Teacher - Baqaa 
Han mud JO i£S0 


Anew Acs* 

Si reel Vendor — Baaaa 
Ha# tourtfi JO 1.000 



Joscr Matanu 


Unemployed — Baqaa 
HaSl Hin J" 


JO 500 


l Siam Salamen 
Empiovw — Amman 
Ha# snercn JO 400 


Next Drawing takes place on November 2, 1987 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 
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Look, the other way 


ON THE eve of his current visit to the Middle East, the first 
since May 1985. U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz said he 
was coming to the area rather empty-handed and with no new 
ideas to offer. a:id that the sole purpose of his trip was just to 
listen to the leaders of the capitals that are on his itinerary and 
to establish if there arc any new ideas that are floating around 
with a view to accelerate the search for Middle East peace. In 
the same breath, Mr. Shultz also contended that he had neither 
the intention nor the mandate to exercise any arms twisting on 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to accept the projected 
international peace conference on the Arab-israeli conflict. 

With the conclusion of the first leg of his swing of our region, 
the consequences of his talks with Israeli leaders seem to bear 
him out. Although secrecy still shrouds the results of his talks 
with Shamir, enough information has already leaked that the 
present government in Israel has not budged one inch from its 
opposition to the principle of holding the international confer- 
ence. 

If this is indeed the position and intention of the U.S. 
administration, why then, may we ask, did Secretary Shultz 
bother to come to see us after so many months of absence? As a 
matter of fact Mr. Shultz will be well advised to realise that we 
in the Middle East do not await or want any new ideas on how 
to resolve our conflict with Israel. There is already a plethora 
of ideas on how to breathe life into the dormant peace process: 
the proposition to convene the international conference being 
the most viable and practical idea around. 

It will be recalled that the U.N. Security Council and 
General Assembly have clearly pronounced themselves on how 
to proceed with (he search for peace between the Arabs and 
Israelis, and their determination constitutes the only legitimate 
way to move forward, if indeed the U.S. and Israel want to 
move ahead in the direction of a negotiated settlement. 

Moreover, all the parties to the conflict have accepted the 
most recent U.N. formula to settle the Palestinian problem with 
only Israel still dragging its feet on the proposal, if it is not 
outright opposed to it. Unfortunately the U.S.’ half-hearted 
support for the idea of the international parley has contributed 
substantially to the negative Israeli response to it. As Mr. 
Shultz continues his visit to other capitals in the area, we 
simply ask him to stop wasting his time and ours and use 
whatever time left for his mission of peace to our region to exert 
the kind of pressure needed on the Israeli prime minister to 
heed the international will on the question of peace in the Holy 
Land. It is sheer nonsense to argue that by doing so the U.S. 
would in effect be interfering in Israeli domestic affairs. What 
we are talking about here is an international and regional 
problem that needs the active involvement of world powers to 
be solved. If Secretary Shultz does not want to look at it that 
way. it is his prerogative. It is anybody's choice to be mistaken, 
except that the stakes in this case, especially for the Americans, 
are very high. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A I Rti'i: Superpowers compete 

THE Arab region is at present witnessing intensive diplomatic 
activity on the pari ot the superpowers: The United States and 
the Soviet Union. In Amman Prince Hassan met with Yuli 
Vorontsov, the first deputy Soviet foreign minister, todiseuss 
the A rah- Israeli conflict! the situation in the Gulf and 
Moscow’s role in establishing peace in the two regions. At the 
same time U.S Secretary of State George Shultz arrived in 
Israel tor ulk> with Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. Upon his 
departure trout Washington Shultz said that he does not carry' 
any new proposals tor peace and the Israeli officials said that 
the visit does not mean progress has been achieved on the way 
of establishing peace between Israel and its neighbours. 
American officials on the other hand said that the visit was to 
reassert U.S. presence in the region after a long absence of 
diplomatic activity which opened the way for Soviet activity. 
But as the talks with Mr. Vorontsov were quite open and 
candid, the talks between Shultz and Shamir were shrouded 
with mvsieiy . On the whole, the contacts being made in the 
region implies thai the situation in the Middle East will figure 
high on tne agenda of the Shultz -Shevardnadze talks to be 
held in Moscow soon. It should be emphasised that Washing- 
ton’s refusal ot the idea of an international conference on tne 
Middle East and its exploitation ol the Gull conflict for its own 
purpose hate been behind the tension in the two regions. 
Whal is required is a true peace in the two regions and not the 
mere presence ol either or both of the two superpowers 
diplomatically or militarily. 

AIDustour: Honouring Shultz 


U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz who has been away 
from the Middle East region for two and a half years has 
returned to it only to receive two honorary degrees from Israel 
for his good behaviour towards the Jewish state. Shultz who is 
going to Moscow on a visit later on. had said that he does not 
expect a breakthrough in the current Middle East deadlock 
and his visit was a casual one. Fur this reason, we look on this 
visit as one more evidence ol Washington’s inactive attitude 
towards resolving the Middle East problem and towards its 
commitments as a superpower. There is no doubt that the 
on-going Gulf war and the divisions within the Arab ranks 
have pushed the Middle East problem towards the end of the 
list ol priorities at ail international forums in general and at 
superpower meetings in particular. For this reason, we can 
only nave hope in the coming extraordinary Arab summit 
meeting in Amman. We hope that the Arabs will in the 
coming summit find a formula to end the pitiable condition in 
which they live at present, and force the superpowers to 
reconsider their just cause with seriousness. Unless the Arab 
countries bring about a change in themselves and in their own 
positions there can be no chance for a just peace, and there 
would be no hope to be pinned on Shultz and his tour nor on 
any other envoy visiting this region. Unless the Arabs make 
the change now, America’s disregard of the Middle East 
question and the just Arab causes will continue. 


Egypt’s ties with Arab World flourish despite boycott 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter 


AMMAN — Eight years after the 
Arab League bundled Egypt out 
into the cold for signing a peace 
treaty with Israel, Cairo is bask- 
ing in unaccustomed Arab 
warmth. 

But change in political climate 
is still not enough to allow Egypt 
to attend an emergency Arab 
summit in Amman next month 
over die objections of its radical 
foes. 

The shift towards Egypt has 
coincided with a growing percep- 
tion among moderate Arab states 
that the fran-Iraq war poses a 
more immediate threat to their 
security than Israel. 

The summit was initially called 
to discuss the seven-year-old Gulf 
war but the agenda was 
broadened to accommodate Syria 
in particular. 

The unspoken hope of Gulf 
Arab states is that Egypt, with its 
U.S. -backed forces and big 
population, will ride to their res- 


cue if Iran overwhelms Iraq and 
threatens their stability. 

Egypt’s President Hosni 
Mubarak publicly offered on 
Monday to do just tbat for 
Kuwait! which is within earshot 
of the Gulf war front. 

“We side with Kuwait with all 
our feelings and potentials in her 
defence of her sovereignty and 
the safety of her people, 7, he said 
in a speech to start his second 
six-year term. 

All Gulf Arab leaders con- 


gratulated Mubarak on his re- 
election. Saudi Arabia's Al 


Riyadh daily, praising his policies 
at home and abroad, called him a 
“man of the moment.” 

“Egypt today under Mubarak 
is a base for firm Arabism ... 
Egypt is the caring mother who 
never murders her critics,” de- 
clared Asbarq A) Awsat, another 
Saudi-owned newspaper. 

Kuwait's state-owned Al Rai 
Al A am said Mubarak should be 
invited to the Amman summit “to 
fill a gap that is a fatal weak point 
in the Arab body.” 


“We in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ states feel we are 
not complete without Egypt and 
our security is tied to its secur- 
ity,” the paper said. 

Oman’s state-owned press said 
foreign ministers- of the GCC, 
which groups Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, 
agreed last mbnth to rail for 
Egypt's readmission at the sum- 
mit and to renew ties collectively 
if this was blocked. 

But diplomats do not expect 
Arab heads of state to heed scat- 
tered rails for Egypt's immediate 
return to the 21-member Arab 
League, from which it was sus- 
pended in 1979. 

“It’s still too sensitive, given 
Arab divisions,” one Arab envoy 
said. “If they discuss Egypt, it 
could wreck the summit. 

Jordan and its conservative 
Gulf Arabs want Syria’s support 
for a joint stand towards non- 
Arab Iran and lobbying on 
Egypt's behalf would antagonise 
Damascus, the diplomats said. 


“No return for Egypt unless it 
frees itself from the Carnp David 
chains,” said one official in 
Damascus, referring to the U.S.- 
sponsored accord which heralded 
tne Egypt-Israel treaty. 

Diplomats said Syria would 
boycott any Arab summit 
attended by Egypt and foresaw 
no early thaw in its relations with 
Cairo. 

Syria, with its pan-Arab stand, 
may find it hard to sustain a 
pro-Iranian stance at the summit, 
especially if Gulf Arab states 
offer badly-needed financial in- 
centives. 

“Supporting Iran is a terribly 
unpopular polity inside and out- 
side Syria, a Jordanian analyst 
said. 

Libya may not even attend toe 
Amman summit, apparently sus- 
pecting Jordan of seeking to lift 
toe ban on Egypt. 

Iraq has developed dose ties 
with Egypt, but like some other 
Arab states would prefer to swing 
behind an Arab League vote 
rather than renew relations un- 


ilaterally as Jordan did in 1985. 
Oman, Somalia and Sudan never 
broke relations with Cairo. 

Egypt maintains a studied in- 
difference to toe restoration of 
full ties. Officiate say it would 
change little in practice. 

“Relations exist ... They have 
envoys in Egypt and we have our 
envoys there, but we don't call 
them ambassadors,” Mubarak 
said in January after attending an 
Islamic summit in Kuwait and 
visiting several Gulf Arab coun- 
tries. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Egyptians work in Jordan, Iraq 
and toe Gulf. For many Arabs, 
Cairo is a vital cultural centre and 
Gulf Arab investment and tour- 
ism in Egypt are on toe rise. 

Gulf Arab states helped Cairo 
with hard currency payments, in- 
cluding $300 million reportedly 
from Kuwait, to meet debt instal- 
ments during a dollar crisis last 
year, diplomats said. 

Posing as a bulwark against 
Iran is not Egypt's only role in the 
Arab WorkL 


Mubarak has campaigned with 
King Hussein for an international 
Middle East peace conference. 
He is also trying to reconcile 
Jordan and toe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) as 
potential negotiating partners. 

Mubarak has met PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat twice since 
dosing PLO offices in Egypt last 
April, but the contacts irritate 
hard-line PLO factions with 
whom Arafat mended fences this 
year. 

George Habash, bead of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, sharply criticised 
Arafat this month for his pro- 
Egypt stance. 

Palestinian sources said rela- 
tions with Cairo were a sensitive 
topic at a meeting last week of the 
89-member PLO Central Council 
in Tunis, which Habash attended. 

The sources said any moves to 
readmit Egypt formally to the 
Arab fold would undermine new- 
found PLO unity forged at a 
session of the Palestinian pariia- 
ment-in-exUe in April in Algiers. 
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By Robert Evans 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, conducting a reform 
drive in the Soviet Union, has 
declared war against the “middle 
ranks” — toe country’s powerful 
bureaucracy — ana they are 
cheering him on. 

But the serried echelons of the 
Soviet administrative system beat 
down one challenge from the top 
three decades ago when Nikita 
Khrushchev sought to cut their 
power and privilege. 

Moscow analysts say the signs 
are the bureaucrats think their 
tactics then can win the day 
again. But Gorbachev, the 
analysts add. will be a tougher 
nut to crack. 

As toe Soviet leader drives 
towards his vision of an efficient 
modem state, tens of thousands 
of officials across the country 
should be feeling the heat. 

Since his return from a late 
summer leave last month. Gor- 
bachev has seemed increasingly 
ready to identify the lumbering 
bureaucracy as the main obstacle 
to his reforms. 

In Leningrad on Oct. 13. he 
delivered the latest in a series of 


stem .warnings that administra- 
tors not totally committed to the 
new ways would have to go. 

His audience in the historic 
Smoiny Palace, from where in 
1917 Lenin proclaimea toe found- 
ation of toe Soviet State, ap- 
plauded enthusiastically. 

Communist Party officials clap- 
ped as Gorbachev told them to 
come out of the monastic serenity 
of their carpeted offices and get 
down to real work with the peo- 
ple to implement his reconstruc- 
tion programme. 

But only a day earlier, Soviet 
writer and Gorbachev backer 
Sergei Baruzdin had pinpointed 
the danger in accepting such de- 
monstralions at their race value. 

Through party and govern- 
ment, local councils, trade unions 
and toe Komsomol Youth Orga- 
nisation. he said, middle-level 
officials “say they accept recon- 
struction, but in fact they are 
sabotaging it.” 

A Third World diplomat, now 
in retirement after three decades 
of close involvement in his coun- 
try's relations with the Soviet 
Union, provided another pers- 
pective. 

Returning to Moscow this 
month to see what had changed. 


he visited several ministries and 
state organisations with which he 
had worked in toe past. 

“1 was amazed to find so many 
of the same people still there,” he 
said. “Now they use toe new 
words but you can tell without a 
doubt their thoughts are toe old 
ones.” 

A senior Soviet political 
analyst two weeks ago expounded 
his view of why Khrushchev final- 
ly failed with toe reforms be 
launched in toe mid-1950s. 

“Khrushchev hardly removed 
anyone. He went around toe 
country hearing officials agreeing 
with everything he said — and be 
believed them,” he said. 

“And they made sure that what 
he was trying to do dissolved into 
nothing. In toe end, they brought 
him down as well.” 

There is no doubt that Gor- 
bachev recognises toe danger. 

On coming to power in March 
1985. he moved quickly to re- 
place hundreds of senior officials 
in party and government whom 
be saw as unlikely to support his 
programme. 

But the lS-million-strong army 
— his own figure — of adminis- 
trative personnel at all levels has 
clearly been a much tougher 


problem. 

“And so much depends today 
on the so-called middle ranks, 
said writer Baruzdin. 


In his Leningrad speech, Gor- 
bachev assured his audience that 


be was not launching an outright 
“assault on the headquarters’ in 
toe style of the Chinese cultural 
revolution, when young people 
were summoned to destroy the 
bureaucracy. 

“No, comrades, that would be 
a mistake. We need our cadres,” 
he said. Only those standing in 
the way of reform would have to 
step aside. 


Gorbachev himself declared re- 
cently that there was no political 
opposition to his leadership. 

Soviet intellectuals, among 
whose liberal wing he finds his 
most fervent support, say the 
resistance to reform from the 
middle administrative ranks is not 
ideological. 

“They have no ideology, what- 
ever lip-service they pay to the 
official texts.” one said. 


“They fear for their power and 
the privileges it brings — toe 
access to food and other goods 
ordinary people cannot get with- 
out a struggle, to better medical 


Fiji faces up to post-colonial turmoil 


The island usually referred to as a paradise is in danger of losing that 
title. Robin Pade looks at racial conflict and power politics in a 
once -quiet backwater of the world. 


OPEN a diary containing maps of 
the world and the chances are 
that Fiji will not be on it. Nor will 
most of toe thousands of other 
islands spread across the world’s 
largest ocean, toe Pacific. 

Presumably, anyone interested 
in M3nihiki or Tabuaeran already 
knows where they are and toe 
rest of us will never want to look 
them up. However, a number of 
south Pacific island chains have 
exploded from this oblivion into 
toe international headlines this 
year, the most significant being 
Fiji, which has suffered two 
bloodless coups d’etat since May 
and has rarely been out of the 
news since the first on May 14. 

But are the events in this para- 
dise archipelago of 300 islands — 
momentous though they are for 
the 715.000 inhabitants — of any 
international consequence at all? 


toe Pacific. 

The second argument is politic- 
al. For years, toe South Pacific 
islands have been largely ignored 
because of their stability and the 
complacent presumption by the 
West that traditional relations, 
friendships and alliances would 
last forever. In the last couple of 
years, this has proved not to be 
the case and both Russia and 
Libya started to take an interest 
just as stability wavered in several 
archipelagos. 


There is an argument which says 


they are not. A small problem in 
a small out-of-the-way place may 
be interesting or regrettable — or 
both or neither. 'But as it is 
seemingly irrelevant to the grea- 
ter world economic and diploma- 
tic order, it can safely be re- 
garded as an internal difficulty. 
Ignored with safety. 

However, there are a number 
of counter-arguments. The first is 
strategic. A circle drawn from a 
compass centred in the middle of 
the Pacific will brush New Zea- 
land. Australia. South East Asia, 
Chinj. Japan. Russia. North and 
South America. All have 
itraiecic sea and air lanes across 


Suddenly. Kiribati, formerly 
known as the Gilbert Islands, ana 
Vanuatu, which was the New 
Hebrides, had fishing deals with 
toe Russians, giving Moscow port 
facilities in the South Pacific for 
the first time. Libya has links with 
Vanuatu, although a projected 
permanent Libyan mission in 
Port Vila is not vet open. There is 
no indication that Russia would 
wish to intervene in any way in 
Fiji but for the West to ignore 
what is going on there could send 
a wrong signal, not only to Mos- 
cow, about its indifference to 
events in the remoter regions of 
toe Pacific. 


imported from one part of an 
empire to another. In some cases, 
suen as Australia and the U.S., 
the new arrivals resulted in 
almost the annihilation of the 
indigenous populations. In 
others, the natives survived but 
the immigrants’ descendants now 
form substantial sections of mul- 
tiracial populations. These racial 
differences have resulted in pre- 
judices and discrimination which 
have thwarted the goal of peace- 
ful integration ana ethnic har- 
mony. 

So it is in Fiji. The present 
troubles have at their root the 
importation 100 years ago of Indi- 
an workers by the British to cut 
sugar. "Hie British have gone — 
toe Indians have not. They now 
slightly outnumber toe Melane- 
sians who have been there for 
3,000 years or more. 

Fiji is but the latest of the racial 
conflicts emanating from Bri- 
tain's colonial habit of moving 
Indian workers around the 


Empire. Ugandan Asians had to 
be airlifted out of Uganda 20 


Fiji gained independence from 
Britain in 1970 and since then 
colonial powers have slowly with- 
drawn from many other islands — 
Kiribati. Vanuatu, toe Ellice Is- 
lands, now Tuvalu. Papua-New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands. 
The great colonial empires re- 
sulted in major and unnatural 
population shifts as labour was 


years ago; workers brought to 
work in Ceylon’s tea plantations 
were of the minority ethnic group 
involved in Sri Lanka's recent 
bloody ethnic conflict. 

In 100 years, Fijian Melane- 
sians had seen toe Indians grow in 
numbers, rise in prosperity to 
control most of tne commerce 
and toe key sugar crop and final- 
ly, in April, gam political control. 
The Melanesian fear that once in 
power toe Indians would move to 
acquire land guaranteed to re- 
main in the communal ownership 
of the Fijian tribes may be un- 
founded but it is understandable. 


Fiji is a member of two impor- 
tant international organisations: 
toe South Pacific Forum and toe 
Commonwealth. The former 
groups together 13 Pacific na- 
aons, including New Zealand and 
Australia, in an important 
strategic and economic union. 
The Treaty of Raratonga or 
“Spinfizz” (South Pacific Nuclear 
Free Zone) was formulated by 
the forum to establish the Pacific 
south of the equator as an area 
where nuclear weapons should 
never be used or stockpiled. It 
provided an important regional 
unity between tne small islands 
and toe powers in Canberra and 
Wellington and acted as an im- 
portant collective voice to try to 
pressure France to halt its testing 
of nuclear devices at Muroroa. 
The coup could result in both big 
powers breaking with Fiji; if Fiji’s 
Melanesian supporters withdrew 
in protest, the forum would be 
smashed. 

Within the Commonwealth. 
Fiji recognises Queen Elizabeth 
as head of state. Fiji's crisis is a 
classic test of the Common- 
wealth’s influence. All of Fiji’s 
closest diplomatic, economic and 
traditional friends except toe 
U.S. are among toe 48 member 
states, whose heads of govern- 
ment meet in Vancouver on Octo- 
ber 13. 

If Commonwealth pressure can 
secure a peaceful, democratic and 
non-racist resolution to the crisis, 
it will have proved it can play a 
useful international role. If it 
cannot, toe question arises: is it 
more than an anachronistic talk- 
ing shop? — Financial Times 
feature. 


Deng’s congress — showdown or showcase? 


By Stephen Nisbet 

Reuter 


PEKING — A Chinese Com- 
munist Party Congress is more 
subtle than* a horse race, but 
diplomats still jokinglv ask one 
another for latest odds in the 
“leadership sweepstakes.” 

The envoys are trying to guess 
which men and ideological” ten- 
dencies will emerge stronger from 
the meeting of 1.936 deputies 
starting in Peking on October 25. 

The'speciators don’t all agree 
on the nature of what they are 
watching. Some don’t even think 
there’s a race on at all. 

"What factions?” Chinese and 
some other Communists will say 
when asked which side in toe 
46-million-strong party has its 
nose in front. 

Such people tend to look down 
on what they see as the crudity of 
much Western analysis which 
talks of power struggles between 
liberals and conservatives. 

An article in a magazine pub- 


lished by the official U.S. In- 
formation Agency spoke of rival 
leadership groupings "moving to- 
ward a showdown ’ at the nve- 
yeariv congress. 

But many see the congress 
more as a showcase than a snow- 
down, a forum to broadcast party 
unity and restate the objectives of 
continuing economic reform 
aimed at making China richer. 

For those who believe there is a 
constant struggle in the Commun- 
ist Party between those for and 
against ’ rapid economic change 
and experiment, some detailed 
formguides are available to assess 
the outcome of the congress. 

“If the 13th party congress 
stresses toe importance of en- 
couraging all enterprises, 
whether state, collective or pri- 
vate, to boost productivity, the 
liberals will have prevailed,” said 
one guide in an American maga- 
zine published by the National 
Council for U.S.-China trade. 

Outsiders examining the key 
conference documents may need 


their antennae well-tuned to toe 
nuances of Communist Party 
phraseology. 

Some diplomats say that while 
there is a divide between con- 
servatives and reformists, the 
conservatives have no clear 
alternative programme, only a 
sense of unease that “Socialism 
with Chinese characteristics” is 
leaning too far toward capitalism. 

Diplomats do not expect toe 
congress to make clear-cut pro- 
nouncements to such vital ele- 
ments of economic reform as 
controversial plans for a bank- 
ruptcy law. 

The law was pat forward by 
reformers last year because they 
did not see how firms could be 
forced to behave competitively if 
they faced no sanctions for sus- 
tained losses. 

Others blocked it because, as 
one Western diplomat said, the 
way would be open for floods of 
bankruptcies by incompetent en- 
terprises all over China, thus 
creating massive unemployment. 


Diplomats say another con- 
troversial issue, political reform. 


will get congress endorsement, 

to. 


but that any blueprint will be 
vague on timing and plans. 

Even the chief advocates of 
political reform, top leader Deng 
Xiaoping and Premier Zhao 
Ziyang, emphasise how complex 
and long-term the task is. 

Political reform in Chinese 
Communist parlance has nothing 
to do with granting democracy in 
the Western sense, but is about 
streamlining government and 
party administration to make it 
more economically dynamic. 

The controversy arises from 
toe fact that millions of Commun- 


ist Party' officials stand to lose by 
such reform because a basic idea 


is to remove them from day-to- 
day involvement in the manage- 
ment of state-run enterprises. 

Congress spectators will be 
looking closely at changes in toe 
leadership line-up to provide 
some of toe biggest clues about 
China’s direction. 


care, better schooling for their 
children, and the chance to travel 
abroad.” 

But according to playwright 
Alexander Misharin, toe middle 
ranks now see the threat to their 
way of life receding. 

Two years into the reconstruc- 


tion programme, be told a Mos- 
cow journal at toe weekend, “it 
has scarcely touched the mass cf 
our administration.” 

“The fear the officials and toe 
bureaucrats had that everything 
would be turned upside down for 
them has already passed.” 


LETTERS 


A friendly advice 


To the Editor: 


AS OFTEN happens during my not infrequent trips I am asked by 
friends in Jordan's tourist industry what can Jordanians do to 
produce more tourists to Jordan. There is a great deal of talk, but 
m the end little is done. 

Jasmin Tours is the U.K.'s leading specialist tour operator to 
Jordan. This month we will send around 300 passengers to Jordan 

— not bad when you think that only about 5.000 British tourists 
visit Jordan in a year. 

Sadly a large proportion of these visitors come in toe 2 or 3 
rather short peak periods — Easter, Christmas and October. 
During these times money cannot buy seats on Royal Jordanian, 
nor beds at Petra. For much of toe rest of toe year — you could 
scarcely give away free holidays to Jordan. Being so closely 
involved m promoting Jordan we are extremely conscious of the 
business that slips through our fingers because of lack of seats, 
beds,., and equally important, convenient airline schedules. , 

. .The sad fact is that RoyaTJordanian sells its seats too, cheaply., 
then tells us itr cannot afford to. promote tourism or. it is not 
worthwhile to reschedule its fligh&to suit tourism as the financial 
yield is too low. 

CurTentiy hotels in Jordan are ridiculously low priced — but 
empry for much of the year. Few of them spend a penny abroad in 
promoting tourism — they cannot afford to when they charge so 

Let me say right away that even if the airline and toe hotels put 
up their prices it would not necessarily mean very much higher 
prices to the consumer: (A) Any money spent by the Jordanians 
would reduce the very high cost we have in promoting Jordan, (B) 
toe higher volume of traffic envisaged could result in lower per 
capita expenditure on promotion." 

Petra is Jordan's major attraction. 1 am told the Forum loses 
money — yet again in the Peak Season you cannot buy rooms 
there. Of course a loss of accommodation at Petra means empty 
beds in Amman, invariably a lost tourist for the sake of JD 13 we 
lose a client spending JD 130 minimum in Jordan, indeed, one of 
the most ironical aspects of tourist promotions is the very low 
airfares for travellers to the West Bank depriving higher fare 
paying passengers of air seats — the very passengers who spend 
twice or three times as much in Jordan proper as pilgrim groups. 
Low airfares, low hotel prices are offset by sky high coach rates 
which means that in the off season when we could get together a 
very low priced package we are crippled by expensive coach prices 
for smallish groups. 

- In essence. Jordan could charge much more in the Peak Season 
without loss of any tourists. Not only could this benefit everyone 
but would give the profit margins for all concerned to boost their 
promotional efforts to create off pe3k business which could be 
generated, always providing we produce a worthwhile package on 
convenient airline schedules, we could generate significant new 
business for Aqaba also new pilgrimage business when it is 
needed. 

Instead of envying other Mediterranean countries — look at 
Cyprus which with similar political status to Jordan receives ’A 
million British visitors with much more upmarket repeat business 
who actually pay more for a flight to Lamaca than we pay to 
Amman and who spend more in an hotel in one day than we pay 
for four days in Aqaba's best hotel. 

Look at any British newspaper — when did you last see an 
advertisement promoting Jordan (.only Jasmin, and maybe small 
ones). Time is past for the chaos and confusion — the days for 
talking, but little action, are over. It took five months to rescind 
toe chaos over visa and airport charges costing Jasmin thousands 
of pounds. I may not be right but I am certain 1 am not wrong. 

One last point before leaving the U.K. a certain well-known 
British travel^ trade newspaper asked me for some comments 
about Jordan s tourism. Soon afterwards l had a second phone 
call no names, no pack drill, another Scots voice, “Jim — take 
it easy. Amman will not like what you are saying." Perhaps he is 
right but can I suggest that one quick and simple solution is for 
Jordan to host in Amman for just a day or two — invited decision 
makers, foreign tour operators. 

If l am wrong Jasmin will continue to enjoy a large slice of a 
small tourist cake. If I am right the cake will be much farger. Even 

yo“* VfSr 1 bc dclighIed - " Don '‘ s P“ k *■« 


Jasmin Tours Ltd. 

London. 
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Gorbachev declares war on middle ranks— to their applause 
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Singapore labours 
over flexible 
wages scheme 


Singapore 

Economic Indicators 
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There arc not many countries in the world where the policies of its 
. gQvemmentpTove too successful. However, Singapore is one, and 
"Roger Matthews reports bow the authorities are hang the latest 
f problems in an effort to keep economically ahead. 
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SINGAPORE — This country 
has a problem rarely experienced 
elsewhere m the world: the poli- 
cies of its government sometimes 
prove too successful. 

Take population, for instance. 
Singapore used to have a 
‘^population problem.” The gov- 
ernment tackled it with the re- 
sults that now, “if we do nothing, 
the consequences for the eco- 
nomy, for defence and for the 
survival of Singapore are all cala- 
mi tons,” according to a senior 
minister. The population is no 
longer replacing itself and the 
fatuity rate has declined to a 
level rivalling that of West Ger- 


flexibility. From 1979 to 
1, wages increased 40 per 
cent, with productivity lagging well 
behind. As a result, Singapore’s 
competitive position was eroded 
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rer, there should not be 
loo much cause for alarm, be- 
cause the minister also pledged 
“we are not going to sit passively 
watching ourselves become ex- 
tinct”. A new population policy is 
at hand. 

A couple of years ago, Singa- 
pore also had an economic prob- 
lem. In 1985, for the first time 
since independence, the economy 
contracted. The government re- 
sponded with characteristic 
vigour, sharply reducing em- 
ployers' costs, iotroduong a 
wages standstill, offering addi- 
tional incentives to multinational 
com 
wor 


per 

Taiwan. 

In part, this was again the 
result of official policy, which had 
planned for no minal wage in- 
creases of 20 per cent a year 
between 1979 and 1981 in order 
to escape from what was then 
described as “an anomalous 
situation of a tight labour market 
co-existing with low wages." But 
the momentum built up in those 
three years proved difficult to 
check. Expectations continued at 
a high level and company profita- 
bility declined. 
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Recession, unemployment and 
ize rapidly 
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impanies and stepping up public 
ires to aid the hard-hit con- 


struction industry. 

ond m 


a wages freeze rapidly put a 
damper on expectations and 
helped provide what Mr. Lawr- 
ence Mah, executive director of 
the National Employers' Federa- 
tion, describes as a unique oppor- 
tunity to make the country’s wage 
system more responsive to econo- 
mic conditions. “This is going to 
be an exciting phase in our in- 
dustrial relations because we are 

S I to build into the system a 
ack position which should 
mean far greater job security for 


By the second half of 19S6, the 
economy was growing again and 
this year looks set to achieve 7 


everyone, he said. 


per cent growth — perhaps more. 
The new economic policy is a 


le new economic 
proven success. 

But, like the population 
□right it have been too 
too quickly? Singapore's compact 
size and disciplined population 
make it an ideal laboratory for 
experiment and implementation. 
Wmle ministers in tne West, such 
as Mr. Nigel Lawson, the British 
Chancellor, majy in general terms 
discuss the desirability of greater 
wage flexibility, in Singapore it 
has quickly become a central 
plank of official policy.. 

Stung by the recession and the , 
impact of losing 120,000 jobs in ! 
two. years, almost equal to .t£e. 
total number of government em- 
ployees, a special committee set 
out to examine how the economy 
could be made more responsive 
to recession. 

One of its main answers was 


le government's target is for 
20 per cent of wages to be vari- 
able and for fixed annual in- 
creases to be kept to a minimum. 
There are no hard-and-fast rules 
and it is accepted that companies 
will have to adopt whichever sys- 
tem best suits their individual 
circumstances. But, judging from 
the frequency and emphasis of 
ministenal speeches, there is no 
doubt of the government’s deter- 
mination for it to be im- 
plemented. 

Several hundred companies 
have already introduced new 
schemes, or are planning to do 
so. They vary greatly, ranging 
from relatively simple bonus 
schemes to more sophisticated 
structures tied to the perform- 
ance of both company and indi- 
vidual. The government has said 
that it anticipates the frill imple- 
mentation of a flexible wages 
system could take several years. 

However, the success the gov- 
ernment has had in getting the 
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economy moving again is begin- 
ning to pose its own problems. As 
the recovery becomes more 
broadly based, the demand for 
labour is picking up rapidly. This 
is particularly evident m the eleo- 
tncal and electronics sectors, 
where competition for skilled, 
experienced labour is becoming 
intense. 


tage to others who are offering 
them the cash immediately. 

It also creates difficulties for 
companies in holding on to their 
staff and encourages the phe- 
nomenon known in Singapore as 
“job hopping.” 


has been given a warning that this 
could senouslv limit future in- 


Unemployment has already 
dropped to less than 4.5 per cent 


“I am extremely sympathetic in 
s to what tne govera- 


general terms 

meat is dying to achieve'," said 
the managing director of a local 
company- ■ __ 

" ‘‘But I have also' to fie realistic 
about my own company. I am . 
recruiting at the moment and I 
have to oe competitive both in 
idpateT 
offering staff th< 


terms of present and anticipated 
kly, 

prospect of extra cash at the 


pay. Frank! 
pros 

year-end puts me at a dtsadvan- 


this year, suggesting to some pri- 
vate-sector companies that the 
labour market vrill become increa- 
singly tight in the coming months. 
The temptation will be for com- 
panies to maintain loyalty or ser- 
vice increments to staff, one of 
the aspects of current wages prac- 
tice that the government would 
most i ike to reduce. 

The projected rate of increase 
in the Singapore workforce shows 
a steady oedine during the rest of 
this century and the government 


creases in gross domestic pro- 
duct. 

To help compensate for this, 
the government would like to 
increase female participation 
from its present level of about 46 
per cent to 50 per cent by 1995. 
As the economic committee look- 
ing at new directions for the 
economy point out: “The issue is 
whether families, in particular 
working wives, can reconcile 
their home and work responsibili- 
ties.” .. . 

In other words, are the women 
of Singapore equal to the chal- 


lenge of producing more babies 
and gob 


[going out to work? If they are 
not, flexible wage schemes are 


not going to matter much anyway 
— Financial Times news feature. 


jRichard Harris plans to set up Irish theatre company 


By Paul Majendie 
*_ Reuter 

\ DUBLIN — Richard Harris, sick 
> of Hollywood blockbusters and 
1 coining in the dollars from 
I “Came’lot,” is to set up his own 
; Irish theatre company “because 
; we are the best." 

• “I am very rich and I want to 
.* do something useful and oon- 
; tractive with the rest of my life,” 
; said the gravelly-voiced actor 

■ who used to drink, two bottles of 
vodka a day and richly earned his 

; reputation as a hellraiser. 

; Today, Harris, 54, an angular, 

• mop-haired figure with golo-rim- 

■ men “granny” glasses, sticks to 
herbal tea and chewing gum. “I 

: have stopped smoking too and 
; need to have something in my 

• mouth,” he explained with a 

■ sheepish grin. 

m , A hugely energetic figure with 
; little time tor the effusive cant of 

• the showbusiness world, be has 

• worked out new interpretations 
’ of the top Shakespeare roles and 
; is eager to take the stage with an 
\ Irish troupe that would tour Lon- 

■ don’s West End and Broadway. 

■ Leaping dishevelled out of his 


Dublin hotel bed to give an im- 
promptu interview barefoot, he 
used all the eloquence, ebullience 
and charm of an Irishman to lay 
bare his plans for the future, his 
regrets about the past. 

He took over the rights to the 
musical “Camelot,” based on the 
legend of King Arthur, from the 
late Richard Burton. “Since then, 
it has grossed S92 million in the 
U.S. and I must have played the 
part almost 1,500 times, Hanis 
says. 


‘I am very rich but not quite 
Sylvester Stallone. I can take care 
of my three children, my two 


to act. That really was the truth,” 
added Harris. 

"Most of my best work was in 
films like The Sporting Life, The 
Snow Goose and A Man Called 
Horse which weren’t expensive to 
make. We could take our time,” 
he recalled. 

But now it is on to pastures 
new with an Irish theatre com- 
pany in which he hopes to include 
fellow Irishmen Peter OToole 
and Cyril Cusack. He has not yet 
decided whether it will be based 
in Dublin or London. 


lect too readily before their pro- 
ductions. 


“Broadway is just an extension 
of the West End nowadays. 


said in a crisp synopsis of the plot. 
In Ireland to get his troupe off 


When the Royal Shakespeare or 
brin 


the National bring their plays to 
New York, all Broadwaynians 
think that is the way Shakespeare 
should be done. That’s utter non- 
sense,” he said. 

“Never before in my lifetime 
have I seen Shakespeare so badly 
served,” complained the man 


the drawing board and on to the 
stage, he is also raising funds for a 
foundation which he set up in the 
name of his late brother Dermot 
to send five students a year from 
their native Limerick to Scranton 
University, Pennsylvania. 

Irish Prime Minister Charles 


Haughey has agreed to be a 
jatron of the foundation and 


Sylvester Stallone. I can take care OToole was roasted by Lon- 


who is now ready to put his 
reputation cn the tiring line with 


ex-wives and don’t have to work 
again,” he told Reuters. 

“I don't make as much as 
Michael Caine, Peter OToole or, 
Albert Finney but that would be a 
bore,” he said. 

“I haven’t made any movies for 
four to five years. I remly got vety 
bored. It was like a love affair 
that died. 

The makers of motion pictures 
today don’t want you to be se- 
rious. They look at you as a 
number. Roger Moore said re- 
cently he was paid to turn up, not 


don critics for his stage portrayal 
tea, Harris 


of Macbeth. Undatrn 
would like to launch his 



beth. 

"She’s not Irish but she is 
enormously enthusiastic about 
our doing it together,” Harris 


doing 
explained. 

Outspoken as a megaphone, he 


has scant respect for Britain's two 
state theatre troupes, the Royal 


Shakespeare Company and the 
National Theatre, and c 


complains 
that Broadway audiences genuf- 


three classical heavies — Mac- 
beth, Hamlet and King Lear. 

He is not turning his back on 
the film world but this time the 
motto will be — small is 
beautiful. 

Harris hopes to make “the cost 
of living like this” by James 
Kennaway who wrote Tne Tunes 
of Glory, made into a memorable 
film with Sir Alec Guinness and 
Sir John Mills. 

"I want to do it with my son 
Damien directing. It’s a wonder- 
ful story all about an accountant 
dying of cancer, decaying Eng- 
land, all that sort of thing," he 


flams said ihat showed the pro- 
ject “is not just the wild pipe 
dream of this rather wild rabelai- 
sian actor.” 

But, amid the work. Harris 
makes time to indulge in the 
Irishman's passion for horses. 
“But the trouble is that when I 
went to the Irish yearling sales 
last night, I waved across at a 
trainer friend and nearly ended 
up with an 8,000 guinea colt.” 


Abnormal blood pressure 
doubles heart attack, stroke risk 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


measure of pressure between 
heartbeats. 


NEW ORLEANS — A form of 
high blood pressure sometimes 
misinterpreted by doctors can 
double the risk of" heart attack or 
stroke, a study presented Oct. 15 
suggests. 

Treatment of the condition 
when it begins to appear in mid- 
dle age can cut tne risks, but 
some doctors mistakenly assume 
that this form of blood’ pressure 
need not be treated, said Dt. 
William Kannel of Boston Uni- 
versity. 

Kannel is a former Director of 
the Framingham Heart Study, an 
influential/ long-term study of 
heart disease among residents in 
Framingham. Massachusetts, and 
pfesented the findings Oct. 15 at 
the American Herat Associa- 
tion’s annual high blood pressure 
meeting. 

Kannel said medical records of 
5.209 Framingham residents over 
a period of 30 years revealed that 
heart failure, ‘heart attack and 
stroke occurred twice os often 
among people under 65 who>e 
systolic blood pressure was above 
160. 

"Systolic” blood pressure is a 
measure of the pressure inside 
the blood vessels when the heart 
pumps. Diastolic pressure is the 


A blood pressure reading of 
140 over 90, for example, which is 
arbitrarily considered to be the 


upper limit of normal, means the 
pumping pressure is 140 and the 
resting pressure is 90. 

It was once thought that the 
diastolic, or resting, pressure was 
the key indicator uf heart attack 
and stroke risks, Kannel said in 
an interview. 

The new study follows other 
recent research showing that risks 
are associated with what is called 
isolated systolic hypertension. 


The higher the pumping press- 
ure in middle age. the more it is 
likely to climb as age advances. 
Kannel said. 

But doctors who prescribe 
drugs, exercise or weigh: control 


arugs, exercise or weigh: control 
to lower the pressure during mid- 
dle age probably can cut Liter 


meaning an elevated pumping 
c with a norma! restine 


pressure 
pressure. 

"This has been conceived of 
loo often as an inevitable con- 
sequence of aging,” Kannel said. 
In this study, he’ said, “we were 
tning ... ro’de-emphasise di;i.«o- 
lic pressure, which for too long 
has been the hallmark of dis- 
ease.” 

More than half of people over 
h5 who have high blood pressure 
have isolated systolic hyperten- 
sion. Kannel said. 

Almost 5S million Americans 
over age >i\ suffer from some 
form of high blood pressure, 
according to ’the American Heart 
Association. In 90 per cent of the 
cases, the cause is unknown. 


risks. Kannel said. 

The elevated pumping pressure 
“also predisposes to risk under 
age bS." said Kannel. ■'The 
reason for the focus on the elder- 
ly is it > dismissed a.% harmless. ' 

It has not vet been proven :na: 
early control of hien pumping 
pressure can lower heart affocs 
and stroke risks, Kannel said, but 
that is believed to be the case and 
studies are now under way to 
confirm it. 

"This lends credence to the 
recommendation that mild hvr-cr- 
tcnsion should be treated," K..t fi- 
ne l said. 

Blood pressure under I4i» ovc- 
90 mav not require treatment. 
Kannel s.ud. Isolated svstolic 
hypertension is defined as 
pumping pressure over loo with a 
iliasloJic nr ronm* pressure under 
95. 

At one time, doctors were ::or 
likely lo (rear patients with W.vj 
pressure under about Inn ov.*r -»5 
but doctors are mcrcjtin.M 
choosing to treat patients w':r : ' 
pressures above !4«l over *>’ 
Kannel said. 


Lessons from 1 982 


Under Siege: PLO decision making during the 1982 war 

by Rashid Khafid: 

Columbia University Press. New York 1985. 522 50 

Flashback — Beirut 1982 

by Colonel Abu Ahavib, Sabah Press. Nicosia. 19S5. £7.95 


IN 1982 Israel, for the first lime, 
last a war of its own choosing. It 
failed to destroy the PLO. to 
drive the Syrians from Lebanon, 
to create a puppet regime in 
Beirut or to weaken national soli- 
darity in the West Bank and 
Gaza. Its one achievement was to 
fragment Lebanon south of 


Beirut, though this has not much 


helped Israel s security, while giv- 
ing the Syrians good’ reason “for 
staving on. 

£)r.“ Khalidi’s preoccupation, 
however, is the performance of 
the PLO. and he spares neither 
his criticism nor his praise where 
ihese are deserved. He points out 
how the heavier weapons the 
PLO had more recently gained 
wrre largely an impediment to its 
strength as’ a guerrilla organisa- 
tion. but he also reveals how the 
PLO fiehters showed courage, 
skill and ingenuity, outstandingly 
in ihe defence of Khaldeh. and 
after it fell, in the defence of 
Beirut. It was on this embarrass- 
ment that Israel and Syria shared 
an interest in playing down the 
PLO and playing up their own 
short-lived confrontation. 

But this book is mainly about 
the leadership's decision-making 
during the II crucial weeks of 
siege ["when it was under immense 
mibtary and diplomatic pressure. 
Dr. Khalidi was not only an 
eyewitness to events, but "later 
enjoyed access to the PLO arc- 
hives, including its telexes during 
this period, and access to the 
leading PLO officials. The result 


independent of the machinations 
of the Arab World. Consequently 
many friends and adversaries be- 
lieved withdrawal spelt decisive 
defeat for the Palestinian move- 
ment. 

The PLO did not have to with- 
draw: It could have held Beirut 
for a good deal longer if it had 
chosen to. However, from Che 
first day of encirclement, the 
question was less whether to 
withdraw, than whether this 
should happen on its own terms or 
those of its adversaries. Crucial 
factors in this decision process 
were local Lebanese opinion 
i which hardened in support of ihe 
PLO as the siege progressed), 
and whether the U.S. was pre- 
pared to bring pressure on Israel 
to cease its bombardment so as to 
seize the opportunity for a radical 
effort to resolve the Middle East 
conflict. 

Dr. Khalidi reveals, not with- 
out criticism, how the PLO lead- 
ership reached unanimity, in spite 
of the pressure {including preci- 
sion bombing to kill ihe lead- 
ership) and a disinformation cam- 
paign wased by both Israel and 
the U.S. He shows how the pro- 
tection of Palestinian civilians 


was a prime concern for the PLO 
from the outset, and how casual- 


ly, not to say carelessly, the U.S. 


accepted responsibility. Dr. Kha- 
lidi gives cna 


is an extremely powerful book 
which will probably remain the 


most authoritative account of the 
siege. 

As the leadership well under- 
stood. the siege was to be a 
watershed for“ the PLO. The 
PLO's final evacuation removed 
the one secure base from which 
the organisation could operate 
both militarily and diplomatically 


lidi gives chapter and verse of 
repeated U.S. undertakings on 
this matter to satisfy PLO con- 
cern. showing there could be no 
excuse whatsoever for the prema- 
ture U.S. supervisory forces' 
withdrawal, so long as hostile 
forces were in the vicinity. But, as 
Dr. Khalidi shows, the U.S. was 
too absorbed in ensuring a PLO 
military withdrawal (and defeat) 
on its own terms to care about 
civilians until it was too late. 

The PLO. supported by France 
(perhaps the only bystander to 
emerge with honour), had played 


hard to obtain iiitcm.irioni' 
rather than just U.S. guarantee . 
and aho U.S. recognition •••: 
Palestinian fundamental right* a; 
the price lor leaving No ■inch 
luck, for the U.S. wo/deternnned 
there should be no linkage bc> 
tween withdrawal ( technical ■. 
and Palestinian-Israeli conflict re- 
solution (political). 

The PLu had expected a hare 
time from its enemies, but hardly 
from its friends. The abject fai- 
lure of the Arab World. ,::u : 
notably Saudi Arabia and Syria, 
to stand up for the PLO !.• 
Washington, constitute tor Dr 
Khalidi a most shameful Aral 
betrayal of the Palestinian cju>c 
W hy did it happen? As Dr Khai:- 
di a’rgues. it was not so much . 
matter of weakness (though this 
too was true), as the fact thro 
neither country really wanted the 
PLO lo win a political victory 
None of the Arab states wel- 
comed a PLO victory that migh* 
reveal their own bankruptcy':!' 
the Arab people. So they wen: 
along with Washington's plans 
without a fight, and’ when these 
were ratified in Jeddah on 2^ 
July, the PLO knew the came w j-* 
up.’ li accepted the Habib p:an 
though this neither spared wes- 
Beirut the worst bombardment of 
the siege, nor yet the final rape rv 
Israeli and Phalangist troops 
There can be no excuses. Hab:b 
openly admitted to Dr. Khalid* 
that the U.S. failed to keep is 
word to the PLO. 

This book is essential reading 
for its lessons go far beyond ifie 
siege. PLO experience since :hen 
confirms that it can neither iru>: 
nor hope for anything from the 
United States, and little more from 
its Arab brothers. In such cir- 
cumstances. the only hope lies in 
steadfastness, and the creates: 
danger lies in the kinds of division 
which split it from 19S3 to 

Colonel Abu Attayib’s book is 
entirely different in character, an 
emotional and highly personal 
account by a PLO field comman- 
der. Its value, in spite of the 
hyperbole which comes across 
poorly in English, lies in its im- 
mediacy of the fog, stupidity and 
gallantries of war. 

David McDowal! 


Is world trade free enough — or too free? 


By David Ress 

Reuter 


LONDON — Politicians and eco- 
nomists agree that tbe world has a 
trade problem, but there is no 
consensus on what to do about it. 

Producers, from wheat farmers 
in Kansas to steelmakers in 
Korea, cannot always sell what 
they want, where they want. 

MaJti-billion dollar trade imba- 
lances persist, costing jobs and 
straining relations between even 
(he closest allies. 

They make some politicians 
think that poet Robert Frost had 
a pant when he wrote: “Good 
fences-make good neighbours,” 
and they advocate protectionist 
tariffs. Protectionist moves are 
strong in the United States which 


economies falter. It was the high- 
er U.S. import duties imposed in 
1930 more than the Wall Street 
crash of 1929 that set off the great 
depress on, some contend. 

Central bankers meanwhile 
worry that when too much money 
flows one way to buy imports, as 
it is flowing now from the United 
States, it can force up interest 
rates. Higher borrowing costs 
squeeze an already sluggish world 
economy. - 

Economists are concerned that 
the only thing that keeps the 
economies of oig importers like 
the United States on an even keel 
is a huge pool of International 
investment money. But that 


mewtey in today's free-wheeling 


glo 


* swamped by imports. 
“Now we’re **- 


isttalk. And that makes for a i. . 
J930s scenario,” says Sykes Wil- 
™mr an economist with invest- 
ment bankers Drexel Burnham 
iLatnbet in London. 

■ Economists say that when mar- 
«ts are dosed off by tariffs or 
or quotas, company 
workers are firea and 


v market can vanish from a 

national economy at the touch of 
a few comparer buttons. 

A crisis m trade in farm pro- 
duce is among tbe more serious 
global problems. 

Seeking to protect farmers 1 
livelihoods and secure votes, both 
in Europe and the United States, 
politicians have voted subsidies to 
their farmers. The result has been 
to create surpluses in some parts 
of the world and scarcity in 


others. 

The Enropean Community 
(EC) is teetering on the edge of 
bankruptcy, paying its farmers to 
create "mountains” of surplus 
butter and grain and a “lake ’ of 
wine. And the United States has 
proposed scrapping the whole 
subsidy system within 10 years as 
a costly exercise that only distorts 
trade in farm products. 

“llie effect has been to dis- 
courage production in those areas 
which are the most efficient pro- 
ducers,” said Hugh Corbet, 
director of the privately-spon- 
sored trade policy research centre 
in London. 

“Others are generating sur- 
pluses which are dumped m world 
markets. And if you re dumping 
food in Africa under the label or 
food aid, the effect is to push the 
price down and lead farmers to 
shift to, say, livestock, which eat 
up all the mss. And then you get 
femme,” Corbet said. 

Aside- from agriculture, 
businessmen around the world — 
when not grumbling .about unfair 
foreign competition — complain 
that promises to open markets to 
imports are being met with such 


foot-dragging reluctance as to be 
virtually worthless. 

Now, the U.S. Congress has 
approved legislation to limit im- 
ports from countries which are 
deemed to place barriers against 


U.S. goods, and trade policy 
iraflv see 


generally seems set to be a hot 
issue in the 1988 presidential elec- 
tion. 

“Our trade policy lacks cour- 
age to ask other countries direct- 
ly to open their markets," said 
U.S. presidential candidate 
Richard Gephardt, a Democratic 
senator from Missouri who 
supports retaliatory import curbs. 

“As long as you don’t ask them 
and mean it and put action be- 
hind your words, you’re not going 
to get those markets open, said 
Gephardt. 

Canada and tbe EC have for- 
mally complained about specific 
U.S. trade rales at the current 
general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT) free trade talks in 
Geneva. 

And some Third World coun- 
tries that trade with the United 


States, trying to sell products 
:ef to shoes, say existing 


from steel 

U.S. policy restricts their sales. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jahat Amman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-^:30 
p.m. 

t>:30-Midnighi 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Cb/nese Fiamrng po: s ava-ia&e 

Take away available 

Open Jailv 12:00-15-30 
iS:(ki-2':.W 


Wadi Sacra Scac ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, joroan 

. Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN'S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Soon - 3: Ml p. m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hostile 1 

Tel: 641093 


EVERY 




CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
g ESTABLISHMENT 

§ packing, shipping, 
i= forwarding. 

§| international moving, 
§ storage, clearing. 

door-to-aoor service 


jtgoms iff o*er W* forU 
Tel: 664090.660852 
Tli: 32305 BESMCO JO 
CaBlai NuavltMiica- 
PO. Bo i 92M4T 
AMMAN JORDAN 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


UaVROTEL BD tf~<|V|I= 


Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani- Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 


■ 
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to the top 


LONDON (R) — Former champions Liverpool 
maintained their awesome form and unbeaten re- 
cord by beating Queen’s Park Rangers to take oyer 
as English first division leaders on Saturday while, 
in Scotland, three internationals were sent off in an 
ill-tempered Glasgow Derby between Rangers and 
Celtic. 


missal of Chapman, who argued 


with the referee. Wednesda 


to a 


way 

19th 


Nigel Gough and 
Paul WMn 


Liverpool, with goals bv Craig 
Johnston. John Aldridee — a 


penalty giving the Irish interna- 
tional his lUtn goal of the season 


since replacing the departed Ian 
Rush — and a brace from Eng- 


Johnston made the break- 
through. with Barnes, who scored 
twice 'in England's S-Q European 
championship rout of Turkey on 


Wednesday, supplying the pass, 
nalty u 


land forward John Barnes beat 
previous leaders QPR 4-0 to take 
over at the top on goal difference 
with two games in hand. 

But. on' a day of violence on 
the field. Liverpool's achieve- 
ment was sadly overshadowed by 
the dismissals of England interna- 


tional Chris Woods and Terry 
Butcher of Rangers and Frank 


Butcher oi Kanscrs ana rranK 
Mcavennie of Celtic at Ibrox Park 
where 10-man Celtic held nine- 
man Rangers 2-2. 

The Glasgow-based trio's dis- 
grace was mirrored in England 
where two men were sent off. 

Sheffield Wednesday striker 
Lee Chapman was dismissed for 
dissent in his team's 3-0 defeat by 
Nottingham Forest and Everton 
striker Adrian Heath for a foul in 
the champions' 1-1 draw at New- 
castle. where Mirandinha headed 
his fifth goal since becoming the 
first Brazilian to play for an En- 
glish League dub. 

Liverpool had to wait until four 
minutes before the interval be- 
fore they breached QPR's five- 
man defence at Anfield where 
former star Rush, now with Ita- 
ly's Juventus. was a spectator. 


Aldridge’s penalty in the 54th 
minute maintained his run of 
scoring in every one of the 11 
matches he has started for Liver- 
pool and broke a 63-vear-old dub 
record. He has now scored in 
nine successive league games. 

Bames. in superb form, wrap- 
ped up the Reds' comprehensive 
win with two spectacular late 
goals, his final effort a thrilling 
solo strike after a run past four 
defenders. 

The win took Liveipool to 25 
.points. level with QPR. but 
ahead on goal difference, while 
Brian Clough's Nottingham 
Forest moved up to third ahead 
of Manchester United on a simi- 
lar basis. United came from be- 
hind to beat Norwich 2-1. Eng- 
land caprain Bryan Robson 
bravely heading a decisive goal 10 
minutes from time. 


were afrea 
minute j* 

Franz Carr and ram wukmson 
were able to wrap up a comfort- 
able win. 

Kerry Dixon's eighth goal of 
the season after 72 minutes 
earned Chelsea a narrow 1-0 win 
over Coventry and kept them 
among the challenging pack, but 
Everton had to settle for a point 
at Newcastle. 

Both goals came in the first 
half, midfielder Ian Snodin put- 
ting Everton ahead after nine 
minutes and Mirandinha levelling 
four minutes later. Five men were 
cautioned in this fiery clash in 
which Heath was dismissed. 

West Ham recorded only their 


second league win of a troubled 
to date 


Wayne Biggins had driven Nor- 
wich ahead after 29 minutes, with 


recalled striker Peter Davenport 
replying one minute after the 
interval for the Manchester team. 

Nottingham Forest's task 
against struggling Sheffield 
Wednesday was made easier in 
the second" half following the dis- 


season to date when they won 2-1 
at Oxford. An own goal by Tom- 
my Caton put them ahead and 
striker Tony Cottee added a 
second before Dean Saunders 
pulled a goal back. 

Luton, who have also struggled 
to repeat last season’s form, oeat 
Wimbledon 2-0 with goals from 
Brian Stein and Northern Ireland 
international midfielder Danny 
Wilson. 

Winger Danny Wallace hit 
Southampton's 68th minute win- 
ner against struggling Watford to 
lift rite South Coast club out of 
the bottom three where Chariton 
are firmly anchored after a 1-0 
home defeat to Derby. Steve 
Cross scoring. 


headlines in the dramas at Ibrox 
where Rangers came back from 
2-0 down to equalise in the final 
seconds. 

Alas, skill was submerged by 
violence in the match which saw 
Rangers’ goalkeeper Woods and 
Celtic’s recently-signed striker 
Mcavennie — an £800,000 (SI .25 
million) signing from West Ham, 
where he fell out with Cottee — 
dismissed after only 16 minutes. 

Mcavennie followed through to 
challenge Woods late and 
appeared to slap and hit him. 
Woods retaliated and, after a 
melee in which Rangers' former 
Spurs and England defender Gra- 
ham Roberts also seemed to 
throw a punch, they were shown 
the red card. 

Roberts escaped punishment 
and went in goal while Butcher 
was shown a yellow card for 
dissent. He was shown a red one 
after 62 minutes when he lashed 
out at the Celtic goalkeeper Allen 
Mcknight. 

Butcher's unhappy afternoon 
had begun with him scoring an 
own goal to pull Celtic 2-0 up in 
35 minutes. Andy Walker having 
opened the scoring two minutes 
earlier. 

In a stirring revival, however. 
Ally Mccoist pulled a goal back 
for Rangers after 65 minutes and 
then, in the final minute, Richard 
Gough, signed only last week 
from Tottenham for £1.5 million 
CS2.35 million), made it 2-2. 

The draw had little affect on 
the first division table. Hearts 


Tottenham and Arsenal were 
our of action because they meet 
on Sunday, but two of Spurs' 
former stars were among the 


on top despite Josing 2-1 


at Hibernian in 


Edinburgh 

Derby. Paul Kane and Eddie 


TENNIS 

Navratilova crushes Sabatini 


May put Hibs 2-0 up in six mi- 
nutes. John Robertson scored for 
Hearts after 15. 


BOXING 


Tyson humbles Biggs, retains title 


$ 


ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (R) - 
Tyrell Biggs looked like he had 
been caught in an street brawl 
and that's the way Mike Tyson 
fought on Friday to retain his 
efispi 


un 


iputed heavyweight title. 

The 21-year-old champion bat- 
tered Biggs with lefts, rights, 
elbows, forearms and his head 
before the referee stopped the 
bout in the seventh round. 

Biggs, a deep gash over his left 
eye and the rest of his face a mass 
of welts and bruises, said he was 
hurt the most in the third round 
when he was hit with a left hook 
to the head, as the referee broke 
a clinch. 

“All I came here to do was to 
. knock him out,” Tyson said. “I 
could have knocked him out in 
the third round, but I -wanted to 
punish him for all the pre-fight 
talk.” 

Tyson did. indeed, punish the 
26-year-old Biggs for most of the 
fight, not allowing him to use his 
reach advantage to keep the 
champion at bay. 

Biggs said the fight ended “fair 
and square” after fie was knocked 
down for the second time in the 
seventh round on a right uppercut 
and thunderous left hook, forcing 
the referee to end the punishment 
with just one second remaining. 

But Biggs charged that the rest 
of the fight was not fair. “Unfor- 



onslaught, as each blow to tl >> 
head splattered blood over flV* 
champion, the referee and Bigg v.' 
white trunks. 

Biggs’ manager Lou Duva w« *i 
askeaif he haa lost control ovr.,1 
his fighter, who abandoned 
fight plan of jabbing and stayin' < 
away from Tyson and often droj 
ped his guard making it eve 1 |L 
easier for the champion to scoi . 
at will. 

“No. He lost momentum du- ^ 
to elbows and lots of hitting o v 
the breaks. The referee shout 
have been a bigger man. H 
couldn’t control the clinches aoc. 
dirty tactics.” 

The seventh round bet 
Tyson hitting the 1984 Oh 
gold medallist with a left 
knocking out his mouthr 
Biggs tried to hold on am 
but Tyson used his forearms to 
inflict more damage and un-V 
loaded a lefthook to the challen- ; 
ger’s head sending him through:; 

ie «pes- t 


wfti > 


oot 


rest,,- 


tunately, the public accepts his 
dirty tactics,” Biggs said. “Tyson 


fights according to his nature.” 


yson, upon hearing that for- 
mer heavyweight champion Lany 
Holmes said on a closed circuit 
television broadcast that the 
young champion used a lot of 
dirty tactics, said: “I fight to win 
and don’t recall any dirty tactics.” 


*1 came here to knock him out* 

Holmes has said he will come the bout, 
out of retirement to fight Tyson 
in January. 

But Tyson, the street kid from 
Brooklyn who spent time in a 
reformatory as a youth, clearly 
was not a model of 
in the ring on 

Tyson, who entered the nng 
for the first defence of his undis- 
puted title with all three of his 
championship belts, wasted little 
time m the first round. He quick- 
ly landed the first punch — a hard 


Sensing the end, Tyson moved 
i finish 1 


After the bell sounded. Tyson, 
as he would do several more 
times, flicked a punch at Biggs 


and wanted to keep fighting. 

jrterTysc 



Several times the shorter ' 
bored in on Biggs with his 


hitting the cut over Biggs 

blooa romrn. 


eye. 



And often Bi$_ 
down his cheek, clinched and 
looked to his corner with a bewil- 
dered look in his eyes. 

Each round after the third, 
Biggs’ cornermen worked fever- 
y to close the cut over his eye 


is 1 


only to have it o 


the next roun 


ipened again in 
a by Tyson’s 


in to finish him off. He struck first? 
with a right and followed shortly 
with a rocket left hook that sent 

^^encan referee Tony Orlan- 
do rushed over and ended the 
fight as Biggs' cornermen jumped 
into the ring to help their maif- 

As badly beaten as he was, 
Biggs still managed to say that 
there “is now a poor selection of 
heavyweights. I will beat Tyson 
on my comeback.” 

Tyson had little to say. but 
ended a news conference after 
the fight saying: “1 see no one 
who can beat me. I'm the best in 
the world. I gotta go now.” 


CRICKET 


India defeats Zimbabwe; 


Mansell survives Mexico spin 


F1LDERSTADT. West Ger- 
many (Agencies) — Martina 
Navratilova crushed Gabriels 
Sabatini 6-2. 6-2 on Saturday to 
reach the final of the Filderstadt 
women’s tennis tournament. 

The American was at her de- 
vastating best as she wrapped up 
the match in 67 minutes against 
the dejected 17-year-old. 

“I plaved badly in the two 
games 1 lost in the first set and 
she played well in the two she 
won in "the second.” Navratilova 
said. 

Sabatini. who beat Navratilova 
for the first time this year in 
Rome, held her own at die start. 

But from 2-2 in the first set, 
Navratilova, who has her eye 
firmly on the tournament prize of 
a Porsche Cabriolet sports car. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpet, colour 
TV', central heating, tele- 
phone 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man. near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area 

Phone: 673768. 672842 
after 2 p.m. 



Shape up... 
And 
Join . . . 

Shmisaiu Physical 
fitness Center 

TEL. 6702 03 



Gabriela Sabatini 

moved into top gear. 

By the second set she was in 
overdrive as she won the first four 


games for the loss of only three 
points. 

“She played very well and I 
wasn't feeling too good.” Sabati- 
ni said. 

Sabatini beat Sukova 

Sabatini battled back from the 
brink of defear to beat fourth 
seed Helena Sukova of Czechos- 
lovakia in a thrilling three-setter 
at the $175,000 Filderstadt 
women's tennis tournament on 
Friday. 

Fifth seed Sabatini finally' won 
6-7, 7-6, 6-3 in a quarterfinal 
match lasting two hours 33 mi- 
nutes after losing the first set and 
trailing by two breaks in the 
second. 

In Sydney. Australia, world 
number one Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia bludgeoned his 
way to a 6-3. 7-5 triumph over 
fourth seeded Slobodan Zivo- 
jinovic of Yugoslavia Saturday in 
the semifinals of the $345,000 
Swan Premium Australian indoor 
tennis championships. 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartment: Two bedrooms with facilities. Lo- 
cated at Sweifiya, 6th Circle. 

For more information please call: 813118 between 
9:00 - 13:00 and 15:00-18:00 


England downs 

BOMBAY, India (AP) — India 
ran over Zimbabwe, defeating 
the underdogs of Internationa 
cricket by 8 wickets in the Group 
A series of the World Cup cricket 
championship here Saturday. 

Set to score 136 for a victory, 
the Indians raced to the target in 
27.5 (cq) overs after losing the 
wickets of openers Sunil Gavas- 
kar and Krishnamachari Srik- 
kanth. 

India, the ament holder of the 
eight-nation cup, had no trouble 
in drubbing the Zimbabweans, 
who suffered their third succes- 
sive defeat in as many matches in 
the tournament. 

With Saturday's victory, Indi- 
a’s chances of making it to the 
semi-finals have brightened. 

The Indians started their in- 
nings with confidence and scored 
the runs at will, until Zimbabwe’s 
skipper John Traicos came to 
bowl bis off-spinners. 

The 40-year-old skipper, the 
oldest player in the tournament, 
checked the run rate and claimed 
two quick wickets. But the Zim- 
babwean batsmen had left an 
easy target. 

Earlier, a dogged 61 by 
Andrew Pycroft and a last wicket 
stand of 36 runs saw Zimbabwe 
scoring 135 after starting dis- 
astrously. losing 4 wickets for 
only 13 runs. 

This was Zimbabwe's lowest 
score in one-day internationals. 


Sri Lanka 

But 31-year-old Pycroft, who 
made his international debut in 
1983, played some cautious crick- 
et for his top score in one-day 
internationals. He hit only two 
boundaries. 

England downs Sri Lanka 

In Peshawar, Pakistan. Eng- 
land defeated Sri Lanka by 108 
runs in a Pool B match Saturday 
-to climb to the second position in 
their pool in the fourth World 
Cup cricket tournament. 

The tie proved to be a one- 
sided affair when Sri Lanka, chas- 
ing a target of 266 runs in 45 
overs, collapsed to 158 for 8 as it 
completed 45 overs. 

England, after winning the 
toss, ^elected to bat* first and 
scored 296 runs in 50 overs. 

But nearly 15 minutes were lost 
due to bad light and a slight 
drizzle during the Sri Lankan 
innings, reducing the match to 45 
overs. 

The asking rate, according to 
the new equation, was 5.91 runs 
per over. The Sri Lankans were 
required to score 266 to win 

Sri Lanka started very badly, 
losing their openers for 32 runs. 
Their third wicket fell at 37, and 
except for some feeble resistance 
from Madhugalle and Aijuna 
Ranatunge. no other batsman 
showed any quality of trying to go 
for the target. 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Britain’s 
Nigel Mansell emerged shocked 
but apparently pnly bruised from 
a spectacular home straight spin 
in Mexico grand practice on 
Friday. 

After hitting a bump on the 
track, his Williams car slid back- 
wards along the start of the home 
straight and crashed broadside 
into the steel scaffolding holding 
chequered flag marshall and pits 
exit light. 

The Briton, charing hard in a 
long-shot bid to snatch the world 
driver's title form teammate Nel- 
son Piquet, sat in the car for a few 
minutes, clearly shocked. He was 
helped out by marshalls and sat 
on the trackside at the pits exit 
for a few minutes before limping 
back the Williams, pit. 

“I'm ok. Til be able to continue 
practice tomorrow, ’’ he told re- 
porters afterwards. 

Austria’s Gerhard Berger, who 
won his first Grand Prix here last 
year when driving a Benetton, 
□ad the fastest practice time on 
Friday in his Ferrari, clocking a 
lap of one minute 19.992 seconds, 
an average speed of 198.965 kph. 

Reigning world champion 
Alain Prost of France was 
second-fastest, followed by Man- 
sell, Piquet, Belgium's Thierry 
Boutsen in a Benetton and the 
other Ferrari, driven by Italy’s 
Michel Alboreto. 

Mansell’s lucky escape, and a 
series of other spins including 
Sweden’s Stefan Johannsson in a 
McLaren and Britain’s Martin 


Make friends with 
OLD PARR 


FOR FOREIGNERS AND DIPLOMATS 

Best De Luxe 

Scotch Whisky 

i 


10 FLATS TO LET 



HH 


In a luxurious building, each flat: three bedrooms, "master 
with bath," living room, L-shaped salon, fully equipped 
kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central heating, car 
park, elegant garden. 

Location: 4th Circle, behind Kuwaiti Embassy 



For more information please contact 819960 


Do you believe, please look here 
Z.M. Furnished Apartments 
Seventh Circle 

Available 

a) One bedroom flat, rent JD 1.200 annually 
b Two bedrooms Hat, rent JD 1.500 annually 
cj Two bedrooms flat, rent JD 1 ,600 annually 
The above rent includes electricity, water and fuel. 

d) Two bedrooms flat, rent JD 1,800 annually 

e) Three bedrooms flat, rent JD 2,000 annually 

All the apartments have colour TV and telephones. 

The apartments can be rented monthly on the same 
basis. 

For information call 818802, 814012, 814010. 



Nigel Mansell 


Brundle in a West Zakspeed and 
West German Zakspeed team- 
mate Christian Danner drew 
attention to the poor state of the 
Mexico City track. 

Mansell said it was a series of 
bad bumps on the long, banked 
final curve that caused mm to lose 
control. 

The two Brazilians. Piquet and 
Senna, complained strongly to 


reporters that the track arthe 
smog-shrouded Rodriquez 
Brothers Autodrome was ! co- 
vered in thick dust and fnfl of 
bumps, nothing had improved 
since last year when many drivers 
spun off and others complained, 
they said. 

“It was like driving in -the 
desert,” Piquet said. 


TO LET 


A first-floor deluxe flat in Shmeisani behind Romanian 
embassy, consists of three bedrooms, salon, living room, 
dining room, kitchen, two bathrooms and laundry room 
with telephone and central heating. 

Rat total area: 280 sq.m. 

Please call: 667531 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Each apartment consists of one or two bedrooms in a 
most beautiful area in Jabal Amman - Third Circle. 
Apartments are provided with all services including 
telephone, lift, and central heating. 

For more information call: 644180 - 644528. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED STUDIO ROOMS 


Rooms are provided with joint services (salon, kitchen, squash 
playground, garden, telephone). Preference will be given to individuals 
who have private cars ' 

Location. In an excellent location in Princess Hays Suburb - Al Hummar. 
Monthly renls start from JD 50. 

For information call 646779. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, two bathrooms and large 
salon with good furniture. 

Location: Jabal Amman, behind Zahran Palace. 

For information call: Al Safam Real Estate office, 
tel: 813577. 


FOR RENT 

LARGE UNFURNISHED APARTMENT 

Four bedrooms, two large living rooms, kitchen, two bathrooms; 
separate telephone, separate entrance. Suitable for offices too.- 
Location: Seventh Circle. 

Pis call tel: 812888 


AUDITIONS 

The Amman Players will be bolding auditions for their 
Christmas pantomime. ‘‘Sleeping Beauty” on Tuesday 20th 
October at the British Council (Rainbow Street) 

from 6-8 p.m. 

Actors, actresses, singers, musicians and backstage crew all 
needed. 

Newcomers are particularly welcome. 

Performances will be on 16th, 17th T 18th and 19th 
December. 
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U.S. offers Iraq almost 
$lb in agricultural aid 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States authorised almost S2 
billion in food aid to Iraq on 
Friday, making Iraq the largest 
recipient of U.S. credit for food 
purchases, U.S. Agriculture De- 
partment (US AD) officials said. 

The authorisations, coming at 
the end a week of meetings be- 
tween U.S. and Iraqi agriculture 
officials, were a significant in- 
crease from last year’s $680 mil- 
lion credit offerings. 

"Iraq indicated to us they had 
more need this year for credit..., 
they're trying to keep their 
population fecT." said an official 
involved in the meetings. 

Iraq has been involved in a 
■costly seven-year war with Iran 
that has drained both countries of 
valuable human, agricultural and 
financial resources. 

The United States offered Iraq 
a total of $915 million in credit 
guarantees to be used in fiscal 
1988 — $825 million of short terra 
credit and $90 million in longer- 
term credit. 

The credit will cover a wide 


range of commodities, with more 
than $200 million of that credit to 
be used for rice and wheat purch- 
ases, USAD officials said. Lives- 
tock. tobacco and animal or 
vegetable protein concentrates 
are also covered under the credit 
offerings. 

The credit is authorised under 
the USAD’s credit guarantee 
programme and provides protec- 
tion to U.S. exporters or banks 
against nonpayment by foreign 
banks. 

Iraq now heads the list of U.S.. 
agricultural credit recipients, 
beating out Mexico which has 
been authorised $750 million in 
credit guarantees. 

Iraq has been a recipient of 
U.S. agricultural credit for the 

E ast four years, officials said, and 
as stayed current with its debt 
pavments. 

: ‘We think they’re a pretty 
good credit risk,” an official said. 
“Iraq is an oil-exporting nation, 
so as long as oil prices don't go in 
the tank, they should be okay.” 


FAO praises small farmers 


ROME (R) — The U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) on Friday marked World 
Food Day by appealing for help 
for the world's struggling small 


ing small 
farmers, billed as tfie key to 
,• • resolving the problem of hunger 
. . in the Third World. 

FAO Director General 
. . Edouard Saouma said: “We must 
.^salute them... these men and 
women (farmers) whose miser- 
able and humiliating conditions 
" do not prevent them from being 

- 1 the food suppliers for a large 

portion of humanity. ’’ 

■■ Nations should ensure their 
working conditions and living 

- * standards were raised , he saiaT 

In a message read to the FAO 
assembly, the Pope said small 
farmers often experienced a pre- 
carious life, at the -mercv of na- 


ture and without necessary equip- 
ment. 

“This world day should contri- 
bute to a recognition of these 
difficulties by the authorities of 
every country and by internation- 
al organisations,” the Pope said. 

Italian Prime Minister Giovan- 
ni Goria said Italy had become 
the largest backer of FAO's field 
projects, contributing more than 
$250 million in the past five years. 

Mr. Goria said excessive indus- 
trialisation in some Third World 
countries in the 1970's had led to 
food deficits but the situation 
appeared to be improving. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar told the General 
Assembly on Friday that more 
than 500 million people remain 
hungry and poor in the world at a 
time of enormous food surpluses. 
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SS HOROSCOPE 


From the Carrol Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This is a good day to alt down and 
consider what yon would Hke tbe 
future to be like. Once you've 
reached a decision, form a plan 
which la directed at making your 
ideas come true. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Focus 
your attention on making your 
work more efficient. Show your 
mate how devoted you are: a little 
gift would go a long way. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Any favors you do today will be 
paid back tenfold. Decide on a way 
to get more pleasure from your 
recreational activities. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
This is a good time to improve the 
appearance of your home. Have 
some guests In and show them what 
a wonderful host you are. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You can take a short trip to- 
-day if it's for a good reason, but be 
very careful while driving. Be 
thoughtful of your relatives. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Reading 
tbe newspaper carefully will reveal 
some wonderful opportunities to in- 
crease yuw income. A possession of 
yours may be worth much money. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Yon 
may have a tendency to take things 
personally today, but don't let your 
temper get away from you. Use 
your intellect if you argue. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) This 
will be a very romantic evening for 
your mate and yon. Be thoughtful 
and considerate and this will be a 


wonderfully happy day. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) 

Get together with some friends who 
can help you to get your social life 
in better order. Be sure to pay any 
i m portant bffla on tuna. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) You'll make name new friends 
today who can help yon in business 
later on. Handle a community affair 
which is your -responsibility. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Avoid a friend who Is usually 
helpful bat today wants nothing 
more than to waste your time. 
Work on a new budget 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Study the promises you’ve made, 
and set up a schedule to make sure 
you keep them. Be sore to arrive on 
time for a social engagement 
PISCES (Fab. 20 to Mer. 20) This 
Is a good day to come to an 
understanding with an associate 
who is usually stubborn. Pay atten- 
tion to details today. 

If your Child la Bom Today 
He or she will have a natural 
cariosity which will create an in- 
terest in investigating matters and 
finding what is at the bottom of 
them. A career in computers, ar- 
chitecture or other technological 
fields would be ideal for your 
brilliant and creative progeny. 

• • • 

“The Stars impel; they do not 
compeL" What you moke of your 
life ia largely up to you! 

& 1987, Me Naught Syud. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chyka 


ACROSS 
1 Attempt 
5 Perfect 
10 Laugh loudly 
14 Polynesian 


15 Spiritual 
nourishment 

16 Oilier limit 

17 Participating 

18 King ol Troy 

19 Game of 
chance 

20 Was Important 
22 Pep 

24 Yale Gtudents 

25 Wild OX 

26 Frightens 
29 Widowed 

33 Beak 

34 Up to this 


36 Proper 

37 Art style 

39 Sheer fabric 

41 James Band 
adversary 

42 Harden: var. 

44 Stephen 

Vincent — 

46 Old Pr. coin 

47 Chosen 
49 Pari ol a 

sonnet 

51 Norse god 

52 Egyptian god 

53 Item of 
stability 

56 Assumptions 

60 Balsam 

61 Actress JoAnn 

63 Observe 

64 Responsibility 

65 Simian 

66 Toadle-oo 

67 Armadillo 

68 Prices 

69 Ready for 
business 

DOWN 

1 Kind Of filler 

2 Sandwich filler 

3 Thanks —I 

4 Chit-chat 

5 Put behind 
bars 


auiiii 

Mum 

mu 


in mam amm 
ima ■■■■■ ani 
■■■■a ama an 
■■■■■an aiiiil 
■ ■■■■ am 1 

aaaan ■■■■■■■■ 
■■■■ ■■■■■ ■■■■ 
am ■■■■■ ana 


. 138? TuDunp Madid 
411 R,ghla RaMfVftd 


Saturday's Puzzle Solved: 


6 Is brave 

7 Okla. city 

8 Literary 
collection 

9 Sad song 

10 Abrogated 

11 Smell 

12 Highly excited 

13 Bank 

21 Shade trees 
23 Mr. Coward 

25 Bible priest 

26 Mountain 
range 

27 Climbing vine 

28 — Aziz (Turk, 
sultan) 

29 Like horses 
and lions 

30 Fla. bird 

31 Because 

32 Beer type 

35 Filament 

36 Orchid 
40 Savings 
43 Resound 

46 Sports group 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
fnnnRHnnnnpinrsninn 
nun ronnn nnnnnn 
□nnn dour 
nnnnnn nmra nnnn 
□nnnn nnnn nnn 
mnnnnnnnrarannnnr] 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnHnn 
nnnn onnni 
nonnnn nonn nno 

nnnnnncinranHiHnprn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnno noun 


Apathy 

Eastern 

religion 

Trim 

Over 

but the 
brave 

Soda) group 


56 Land map 

57 Cleaning 
agent 

58 Cigar end 

59 Actor — 
Connery 

62 Llppo 

Lippi" 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET Wall Street’s Dow Jones index 

AMMAN (J.T.) — 77k; following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Marker during die w^l'w'w l%fr HAIUTC 

week starting Saturday, Oct. 10. ’S7 and ending Wednesday, Oct. 14. '87. ( Figures in Jordanian dinars). |1| 1 1 jyP y J[ UL I/VIUI Vr V V/JL *" 

Name of company Number Volume Opening Closing Par *■ 

^ pri “ val " on highest volume of trade 

Industrial Development Bank 50 65 1.290 1.290 1.000 ^ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Marker during the 
week starting Saturday, Oct. 10. ’S7 and ending Wednesday, Oct. 14, '87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 

Name of company Number Volume Opening Closing Far 

of shares of trade pries price value 

B anking and financial institutions 

Industrial Development Bank 50 65 1.290 1.290 1. 000 

Petra Bank 613 1232 2.000 2.010 1.000 

Jordan Islamic Bank 700 1379 2.000 1.900 1.000 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 777 2 12983 1.690 1.670 1.000 

Jordan Gull Bank 9398 11965 1.260 1.270 1.000 

Housing Bank 6650 10906 1.640 1.640 1-000 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank — — — — 1-000 

Cairo Amman Bank 135 2658 19.600 . 19-700 5.000 

Bank of Jordan 1283 21490 16.850 16.700 5.000 

Arab Bank 700 85271 122.000 119.750 10.000 

Jordan National Bank 2917 7535 2.S10 2.580 1.000 


Islamic Investment House 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation 


National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 
Real Estate Financing Corporation . 
AJ Mash re k Exchange 


Insurance and reinsurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yannouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-GuJf Insurance 

Universal Insurance 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

Al-Izdihar Insurance 

National A hliya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 

Services and industries 

General Investments 


Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Jordan Leasing Corporation 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 
Equipment Leasing «fr Maintenance/Ta'jeerco 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

Dar A1 Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing .. 
Jordan Dairy 


Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 


Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 


Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries .. 


Dar A1 Dawa’ for Development and Investment 


General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 


National Industries 


Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing . 
Rafia Industrial for Plastic Ba 
Jordan Paper and Cardboard 


Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging ... 


Mas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals 


Jordan Glass Industries 
Grand total 


Peanuts 


Number 

Volume 

Opening 

doting 

Par 

of shares 

of trade 

price 

price 

value 

50 

65 

1.290 

1.290 

1.000 

613 

1232 

2.000 

2.010 

1.000 

700 

1379 

2.000 

1.900 

1.000 

7772 

12983 

1.690 

1.670 

1.000 

9398 

11965 

1.260 

1.270 

1.000 

6650 

10906 

1.640 

1.640 

1.000 




— 

— 

1.000 

135 

2658 

19.600 . 

19.700 

5.000 

1283 

21490 

16.850 

16.700 

5.000 

700 

85271 

122.000 

119.750 

10.000 

2917 

7535 

2.510 

2.580 

1.000 

72199 

79085 

1.020 

1.100 

1.000 






— 

1.000 

4565 

5775 

1.750 

1.770 

1.000 

15021 

10436 

0.690 

0.710 

1.000 

2500 

3946 

1.580 

1.600 

1.000 

18860 

13837 

0.750 

0.710 

1.000 

2075 

1898 

0.910 

0.910 

1.000 

1050 

1471 

1.550 

1.410 

1.000 

210 

3163 

15.000 

15.000 

2.000 


— 

— 

— 

10.000 

11226 

71302 

6-350 

6.270 

1.000 

272 

255 

0.950 

0.940 

1.000 

780 

8580 

11.000 

11.000 

1.000 

12096 

9959 

0.840 

0.840 

1.000 

500 

505 

1.020 

1.010 

1.000 




— 

— 

1.000 

2U00 

1325 

0.670 

0.660 

1.000 





— 

— 

1.000 

16445 

23287 

1.350 

1.420 

1.000 

5242 

5247 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

200 

140 

0.680 

0.700 

1.000 

1435 

2081 

1.500 

1.450 

1.000 




_ 



10.000 



_ 

_ 

— 

10.000 

_ 



— 

— 

1.000 

845 

1073 

1.280 

1.270 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

5111 

7053 

1.340 

1.380 

1.000 

20006 

14175 

0.710 

0.710 

1.000 

26141 

11837 

0.440 

0.460 

1.000 

500 

200 

0.400 

0.400 

1.000 







— 

1.000 







— 

1.000 

1100 

319 

0.800 

0.790 

1.000 

2335 

3653 

1.560 

1.570 

1.000 









1.000 









1.000 



— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1588 

6518 

4.250 

4.150 

1.000 

__ 





— 

1.000 





— 

— 

1.000 

700 

1477 

2.100 

2.110 

1.000 

3000 

1200 

0.390 

0.400 

1.000 

6538 

6901 

1.060 

1.050 

1.000 

16349 

36906 

2.240 

2.240 

1.000 

77660 

79934 

1.020 

1.050 

1.000 

1385 

3327 

2.400 

2.410 

1.000 

270 

392 

1.470 

1.450 

1.000 

100 

540 

5.330 

5.400 

1.000 

28688 

29441 

1.000 

1.030 

1.000 

36515 

64576 

1.780 

1.770 

1.000 

2663 

12613 

4.550 

4.670 

1.000 

11159 

11946 

1.040 

1.070 

1.000 

6 00 

690 

1.170 

1.150 

1.000 

116050 

82820 

0.660 

0.720 

1.000 

4774 

6793 

1.430 

1.390 

1.000 

98795 

280367 

2.890 

2.810 

1.000 

13805 

15939 

1.130 

1.150 

llOOO 

— 


— 

— 

1.000 

5015 

37051- 

7.390- 

7.370 

5.000 

71749 

14820 

0.240 

0.200 

1.000 

4254 

2340 

0.510 

0.560 

1.000 

9089 

2402 

0.280 

0.270 

1.000 

4707 

4557 

0.970 

0.930 

1.000 

. 

_ 





1.000 

7535 

9291 

1.240 

1.230 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

250 

645 

2.600 

2.580 

1.000 

150550 

87713 

0.520 

0.560 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

: 

— 



1.000 

500 

280 

0.570 

0.560 

1.000 

140 

305 

2.050 

. 2.180 

1.000 

1228 

3656 

2.750 

3.000 

1.000 

185 

2439 

13.050 

13.250 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

’ — 

1.000 

11250 

10719 

0.960 

0.960 

1.000 

73013 

74280 

1.020 

1-020 

1.000 

21610 

63203 

3.160 

3.140 

1.000 

250800 

262156 

0.980 

1.060 

1.000 

2000 

1832 

0.900 

0.920 

1.000 

137307 

1,656.253 





NEW YORK (AP) — Stock prices toppled again in a 
frenzied session Friday, sending the Dow Jones 
industrial average to its first 100-point drop ever and 
setting trading-volume records. 


Analysts said a buildup of wor- 
ries about international trade and 
interest rates, combined the spec- 
ter of unrelenting weakness in the 
stock market, touched off the 
rush of selling. 

“It’s extremely emotional. 
People are dumping stocks with 
recluess abandon, said Mr. 
Newton Zinder, a veteran market 
analyst at E.F. Hutton and Co. 
brokerage firm. “As trite as it 
□my sound, the market is goin£ 
down because it’s going down. 

Dow Jones's average of 30 blue 
chips plunged 10836 to 2,246.73, 
setting a point-loss record for the 
third time in tbe past nine ses- 
sions. 

For the week, the average lost 
235.48 points, or 9.49 per cent, 
on top of tbe previous week's 
158. 78-point drop, which was it- 
self a record. 

Friday’s volume on the New 
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) 
hit 338.48 million shares, eclips- 
ing the previous high of 30239 
million set last Jan. 23. 

The strong upward pressure on 
interest rates that has weighed on 
the market lately showed signs of 
easing in the bond market Friday. 

But analysts said many inves- 
tors were unnerved by the recent 
slide in stock prices, and began 
unloading not only issues that Had 
been performing poorly but ones 
that nad held up well lately. 

Like several other analysts, 
Mr. Zinder said the market was 
behaving as it has in past “cli- 
mactic” selloffs that are often 
followed by rallies in stock prices. 
“I think we’re getting very close 


said. 

Mr. Robert Farrell, chief mar- 
ket analyst at Merrill Lynch, said 
he didn't believe the ultimate top 
of tbe 198% bull market had yet 
been seen. “This is not a major 
bear market,” he contended, but 
rather a “warning crack.” 

In less than two months since it 
established a record closing high 
of 2,722.42 on Aug. 25, the Dow 
has Men 475.69 points, or 17.47 
per cent. 

That stands as the worst set- 
back the market has encountered 
since prices began their historic 
rise in August 1982. But it has not 
yet come anywhere near the 
approximately 45 per cent drop in 
the Dow that occurred in the big 
bear market of 1973-74. 

Dollar declines 

The huge selloff in the stock 
market Fnday helped push down 


the American dollar against most 
major currencies in u.S. trading 
following a slight improvement 
overseas. 

Gold was more expensive. Re- 
public National Bank of New 
York said gold was bid at $47 1 .00 
a troy ounce up $7.50 from late 
Thursday. 

Currency dealers said the dol- 
lar was hurt by tbe plunge in 
stock prices on Wall Street. 

Mr. James Vick, vice president 
and senior corporate trader for 
Manufacturers Hanover Trust 
Co., said currency traders were 
concerned about the foreigners 
who had invested heavily in U.S. 
equities, then sold them during 


to a vigorous trading ra 


OPEC may < ftne tune’ oil prices soon 


Although they receive dollars 
for their stock, they could sell the 
U.S. currency and buy their own. 

“If foreigner are getting out of 
the stock market and dont want 
to reinvest in the credit markets, 
the only option they have left is to 
sell dollars and invest in Other 
markets in other countries,” said 
Mr. Vick. 

Mr. James O'Neill, vice presi- 
dent and financial markets eco- 
nomist of Marine Midland Bank, 
said the (foliar also was still re- 
covering from remarks made 
Thursday by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary James Baker. 

Mr. Baker said he was dis- 
pleased with West Germany's 
efforts to drive up interest rates, 
leading traders to wonder 
whether their was disharmony 
among the United States and its 
six key trading partners concern- 
ing currency stabilisation. 

Last month, the group of seven 

— which includes the United 
States. Britain, West Germany, 
Japan, France, Italy and Canada 

— announced it would work 
together to stabilise rates. 

Higher interest rates, however, 
tend to boost the value of a 
currency. 

Dealers said the dollar 
appeared unaffected by the re- 
lease of new economic data, 
which proved in line with market 
expectations. The Commerce De- 
partment said the U.S. producer 
price index rose 03 per cent in 
September and industrial produc- 
tion was up 0.2 per cent last 
month. 

The British pound sterling 
fetched $1.6670 in New York, 
up from $1.66155 late Thursday. 
The dollar stood at 142.40 
Japanese yen, up from 142.175 
yen Thursday. 


LAGOS (R) — OPEC President 
Rilwanu Lukin an said Friday the 
13-nation group could raise crude 
oil prices By up to $2 in Decem- 
ber from $18 a barrel now. 

The Nigerian ofl minister por- 
trayed the possible increase as 
fine-tuning to offset a fall in the 
value of the dollar this year rather 
,tjhan a rise in the real cost of oil 
sold by OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries). 

“$18 now is worthless than $18 
when we fixed the price 
December).” Mr. Lukman told 
reporters. 

“An adjustment, not a raise, is 
possible in December,” he 
added, referring to a meeting of 
OPEC ministers scheduled to be 
held in Vienna. 

“We think the threshold is be- 
tween $19 and $20,” he added in 
remarks that echoed a similar 
prediction recently by Indonesian 
Oil Minister Subroto of a possible 
price rise. 

He said a price above that 
would give a competitive edge to 
what he called hostile areas — an 
apparent reference to Britain 


which, unlike a number of other 
non-OPEC producers, has 


ignored OPEC calls for all pro- 
ducers to cut output in order to 
reduce a glut on world oil mar- 
kets and so puh up prices. 

Mr. L ukman last week toured 
the Gulf at the head of an OPEC 
panel assigned to verify com- 
pliance with production quotas. 
- The team will visit Latin Amer- 
ican members Ecuador and 
Venezuela and North African 
members Libya and Algeria in 
November, men Nigeria and 
Gabon before the December 
meeting. 

Mr. Lukman predicted the 
talks, at which ministers will re- 
view their accord on production 
quotas and pricing, will be tough. 

All members excejpt Iraq 
agreed to curb output this year in 
a pact designed to limit OPEC 
production to 16.6 million barrels 
a day (b/d) in the second half of 
1987 after 15.8 million upto July. 

Iran, whose ability to export 
crude nas suffered in recent years 
because of the Iran-Iraq war, but 
this year recovered strongly as a 
result of extra pipeline capacity 
through Turkey and Saudi Ara- 
bia, refuses any quota below that 
of its enemy. 



Rilwanu Lukman 

Iran opposes Iraq getting a 
quota as much as Tehran's. 

Mr. Lukman said every effort 
would be made to get Iraq to join 
the others in accepting quotas, 
but added: “That m'tans award- 
ing Iraq a quota acceptable to it 
and other OPEC countries.” 

A Reuter survey this month 
indicated that Iraq in September 
was anyway producing; just above 
the 2.37 million b/a level allo- 
cated to Iran, and Iran was pump- 
ing 2.1 million b/d. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


WAIT TIL I 6ET DOWN 
NEAR THAT TREE, MARCIE . 


THEN YOU RICK THE 
OL 1 PI65K1N TO ME... 












“He’s so Immature... he has a four- 
pack-a-day candy cigarette habit!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


l/nscramtte ifiese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 



KEJOR 


Andy Capp 






iffis&isaT 


WE CAN T LEAVE IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE DARTS 
FINAL, RUSE, NOT WHEN 
AND* AND CHALKIE ARE 
PLAYING -THEY'LL THINK 
Wfi AREN'T ENJOYING IT 



rfflH . 







Answer tiers.' 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


BEFORE « 
THEY 


(Answers tomorrow) 

yesterday's I JumbteK H °ACH GIVEN MYSTIC emerge 
I Answer; What doggerel is— A CRIME IN RHYME 






















World news 


India rejects Tamil ceasefire 


call, continues offensive 


COLOMBO (R) — India rejected a ceasefire call by 
Tamil guerrillas in Sri Lanka and pressed ahead 
with its military offensive on the rebel stronghold of 
Jaffna, an Indian official said on Saturday. 


16,000. 

Indian troops were first posted 


Britain, 

Commonwealt] 

divided over 
S. Africa 
sanctions 


Weinberger ready 
to quit, report says 


in July to supervise the imple- 
mentation of a peace accord' 
signed by President Junius 
Javewardene and Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in July to 
end a four-year Tamil rebellion. 

The Tigers, the most powerful 


Thousands of civilians fled the 
besieged northern city, now suf- 
fering a serious shortage of food, 
water and medical supplies. 

The official said 6.U00 Indian 
rroops. closing in for a four- 
pronged attack on Jaffna, would 
stop "the offensive only if the 
rebels surrendered all their 
weapons and pledged full support 
for a peace accord. 

"If they surrender their 
weapons completely and publicly 
announce their unreserved sup- 
port for the peace accord and 
cooperate fully in implementing 
it. the reasons for which the 


island and continue their vio- 
lence. 

An official from the Sri Lanka 
Red Cross flew from Colombo to 
Jaffna on Saturday in a military 


plane to assess the plight of the 
133.000 civilians in Janna. 


rebel group, accepted the pact 
reluctantly, then repudiated it 
and massacred 200 majority 
Sinhalese in retaliation after 12 of 
their comrades in government 
custody committed suicide. 


133.000 civilians in Jaffna. 

Officials in Colombo and re- 
fugees fleeing Jaffna spoke of a 
serious shortage of food, water 
and medicine." 

“If this situation continues for 
a long time, people including 
children, will have to die of hun- 
eer," said a Jaffna resident who 
fled to Vavuniva. 140 kilometres 


Pressed by Mr. Jayewardene to 


stop the massacres immediately, 
Inaia launched the offensive on 


military operation was launched 
would "no longer exist," the offi- 


cial told reporters on Friday. 
The official said the ceasefire 


appeal by the besieged Libe ration 
Tigers of Tamil Lelam (LTTE) 
rebels might be a ruse to regroup 
or to escape to other parts of the 


awav. 

Military sources in Madras, the 
Indian base for its Sri Lanka ope- 
ration, said 1.000 troops had been 
airlifted to the island on Thursday 
in Indian Airlines planes com- 
mandeered at short notice. 

The reinforcements boosted 
the Indian forces on the island to 


India launched the offensive on 
Oct. 10 to disarm the rebels. 

An Indian official said 507 re- 
bels and SO Indian soldiers had 
been killed in the week-long bat- 
tles. Seventeen Indian soldiers 
were also reported missing in 
action. 

The official said the Indiao 
troops, advancing in a four- 
pronged attack on Friday, had 
captured three towns — U rum- 


pa rai, Udduvi! and Manipai. all 
of them Tiger strongholds. 


‘Kirkpatrick may enter presidential race’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Jeane Kirk- 
patrick. Washington's former 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions. wants to become the first 
woman president of the United 
States, tne New York Tunes re- 
ported on Saturday. 


commitment that allows us to go 
ahead with an exploratory com- 
mittee by the end of the week,” 
said Thomson, a long-time Kirk- 
patrick associate. 


The newspaper quoted former 
;w Hampshire Governor Mel- 


New Hampshire Governor Mel- 
drim Thomson as saying Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick was considering the 
formation of a committee to ex- 
plore a race for the Republican 
nomination. 

“I firmlv believe we will see a 


Thomson said Mrs. Kirkpatrick 
was interested in a formal dec- 
laration by Nov. 1. 


pressing issues that should be 
discussed are being dealt with 
adequately." 

Mis. Kirkpatrick, now a senior 
fellow at the American Enter- 
prise Institute, a conservative 
think tank, resigned as U.N. de- 


The newspaper quoted a state- 
ment issued by an assistant to 


legate in January 1985. 
The right-wing of the 


Mis. Kirkpatrick as saying "she is 


seriously considering the sugges- 
tions that she become a candidate 


because she is not satisfied the 


The right-wing of the Republi- 
can Party has been dissatisfied 
with leading party candidates 
Vice President George Bush and 
Kansas Senator Bob Dole, con- 
sidering both of them too mod- 
erate. 


Pakistani students, police clash outside stadium 


PESHAWAR. Pakistan (R) — 
Sion e-throwing Pakistani stu- 


dents dashed with police outside 
the cricket ground where Eng- 


land and Sri "Lanka were playing 
in a World Cup match here on 
Saturday. 

Eyewitnesses said periodic 
skirmishes broke out around the 
Shahi Bagh Stadium as the stu- 


dents attempted to enter and 
demonstrate for the release of 
some of their leaders. 

Police using canes chased them 


away from the gates and the 
students retaliated bv hurling 


students retaliated by hurling 
stones. 

The students belonged to the 
Pakistan Peoples Party led by 
leading opposition figure Benazir 


Bhutto. Spokesmen have said 
more than a dozen student activ- 
ists of different parties have been 
in detention since a police swoop 
on hostels about two weeks ago. 

Many of the several hundred 
spectators in the stadium had 
their backs to the pitch as they 
watched the running fights out- 
side. 


5 killed, 7 injured as 
typhoon lashes Japan 


TOKYO ( AP) — Typhoon Kelly 
lashed southern and western 
Japan on Saturday, killing at least 
five people and injuring seven as 
streets flooded and houses col- 
lapsed. an official of the national 
police agenev said. 


Three people died in Kagawa 
refecture (state) on the southern 


prefecture (state) on the southern 
island of Shikoku, due to injuries 
fiom windblown debris. Two 
others died when landslides 
buried houses in Tottori prefec- 
ture. about 50U kilometres south 
west of Tokyo, the official said. 

Repons said the storm h3d 
dcstroved 12 houses, as landslides 


and overflowing streams swept 
away the fragile wooden struc- 
tures and flooded 7,000 others. 
But official damage estimates 
were not yet available, said the 
official, speaking on condition of 
not being identified. 

The typhoon turned into a tro- 
pical storm as its 144 kph (90- 
mph) winds slowed to 67 mph 
( lOS-kph) later Saturday, accord- 
ing to the Central Meteorological 
Agency (CMA). 

The lorm veered to the west 
Saturday morning, skirting the 
Tokyo region, out disrupting 
train, ferry and airline services 


Hours old 
baby becomes 
youngest heart 
transplant 
recipient 


LOMA LINDA, California (R) 
— A baby boy received a new 
heart the size of a walnut on 
Friday, less than eight hours after 
he was bom. making him the 
world's youngest organ recipient, 
a hospital spokeswoman said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES COREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

'9df. infunn UMu kx 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — A*. SmiiiIi. viiIiut;iMi'. you 
hold 

♦A6 : KB A1 0954:12 *.17 

Thr hiildmtf li.is |>riH-ii , ilril 
North East South West 

1 Pass 2 : Pass 

2 7 Pass V 

U’Si.u (In you bill now 1 

A- — Tin'll* is no ni|ii|>(<;ti'|) suns 
(ai lory answer Tin* only hul you 
i\in'« m.ike is iliri*e ih.inmtuJ-v In- 
i ausi* iti.ii shows a y*iH n| ili.imnm] 
sun tun taint's short of u normal 
jwo-nViT-nite response A hul u f 
three ■ hihs won't help ivoU won't 
know what to do over partner's 

lil-el;. llir* e i»o trump response i. so 

the I'hoiee lies between <1 lle.irt 
raise and four diamonds The latter 
bypasses three no trump, wtueh 
i.ouM your best spot Tn jump in 
four hearts would require :t third 
trump, sun-** partner lias promised 
no more than a five-eurd suit Itv a 
profess of elimination we .-irrive at 
three hearts 


mand bid. Thai leaves you with 
just one possible opening bid — one 
heart. 


Q.4 — As Siuiili. vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ KI02 7G CAKI02 *AK983 
Tin* hutting has proceeded: 

West North East South 

4 Pass Pass Dbl 

Pass 4 * Pass 7 

What notion do you take'.* 

A. — Partner knows you have a 
very si rung hand for ynur double 
at the four-level If lie had any as- 
pirations, he would have found a 
iH-iier bid than four spades. He 
could easily have little more than a 
lout! spade sun. Pass, while rhe 
going should be g-nvl 


Q.5— As Smith, vulnerable, you 
hold. 

♦K7 AKQj:i2 : A6 *1073 
The bidding li.ts proceeded: 

South West North East 
I '7 Pass I * 2 7 


Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South 
Veil hold: 

*QJ7 7 AKQ107B2 7A72 
The bidding Iuin proceeded 
South West North East 

1 7 Pass 1 * Pass 


What dn you bid now" 

A. — You don't need much fmm 
partner for slam — the kino nf 
spades and diamonds should suf- 
fice. Therefore, any jump in hearts 
is w«*efully inadequate, especially 
since throe hearts is not even forc- 
ing' Flash the Mam signal to part- 
ner with a jump in throe diamonds. 
Since the leap is in a suit lower in 
rank than the one in which you in- 
tend to play, there is no risk- 
involved. 


What d»» you bid mm'.' 

A. — While throe hearts might ex- 
press the value of y**ur hand, it 
dues noi refli'cr us trick- la king 
possibilities If yuur partner has as 

iiUle a.s the ace of his suit and three 
or four chibs, you could have nine 
tricks in nr> trump W*» would Ram- 
ble on his hotting something of use 
by bidding three no trump 


Q.6— 'Both vulnerable, as South 
yon hold 

♦KID TQS73 OAKJ53 +AK 
The bidding has proceeded. 

South Went North East 
1 V 1 NT Pass Pass 


Q.3— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold. 

♦A72 7AKQJ763 75 *107 

What is vour opening bid? 

A.— You are too strong for a pre- 
empt ( don't make a barrage bid on 
a hand containing two acesi and 
not good enough in cither point 
count or winning tricks for a de- 


What uction do you take? 

A.— Obviously, you and your left- 
hand opponent share almost all the 
points in the pack. We would ap- 
prove of a double if we were sure 
the opponents would remain whore 
they arc and not run to a black suit, 
whore you would be less comfort- 
able defending. We think your best 
chance for a reasonable profit is to 
pass and collect 100 apiece for 
down tricks. 


"The transplant was successful. 
Baby Paul has a new and healthy 
heah." the spokeswoman ar 
Loma Linda University Medical 
Centre declared. 

"Baby Paul is the youngest 
person in the world known to 
have had an organ transplant of 
any kind." she added. 

Red-haired Baby Paul, who 
was born with a fatal heart dis- 
ease. underwent his transplant 
operation just three and a quarter 
hours after he was bom. The 
operation, particularly difficult 


because of problems in recon- 
necting blood vessels to so small a 


necting blood vessels to so small a 
heart,' lasted 4*4 yours. 

Baby Paul was listed in critical 
but stable condition, a routine 
listing after such a serious opera- 
tion. 


The mother, 35-year-old Alice 
Holt, from Vancouver, gave birth 
to her six-pound six-ounce (three 
kilo) son By a caesarean section 
as soon as' a heart donor was 
found. Dr. Elmar Sakala, a hos- 
pital obstetrician, said. 

The mother would have given 
birth by natural means in two to 
three weeks. 

The donor was identified by 
hospital sources as Baby Gabrief- 
le. an infant who was said to have 
been bom without a brain in 
London. Ontario. 

Mrs. Holt, who also has a 
five-year-old son, Jason, was 
flown in a hospital plane to Loma 
Linda from Vancouver on 
Thursday. 

Dr. Leonard Bailev. a pioneer 
of infant heart transplants, has 
now performed eight heart trans- 
plant operations on children 
under six months old. He headed 
the surgical team, assisted by Dr. 
John Jacobsen, chief of cardiac 
surgery at the hospital. 

Babv Paul- was bom with a 


VANCOUVER (R) — The 
Commonwealth isolated anti- 
sanctions Britain and vowed to 


step up efforts to force racial 
reform in South Africa through 


reform in South Africa through 
international boycotts. 

Most analysts interviewed said 
the sanctions imposed by the 
Commonwealth could have little 
bite without participation by Bri- 
tain. which does more business 
with South Africa than all the 
other member-nations combined. 

A 29-point statement on south- 
ern Africa released on Friday at 
the Commonwealth summit said, 
however, that urgent action was 
needed to restore peace and sta- 
bility to the troubled region. 

In a sharp departure from the 
Commonwealth tradition of deci- 
sion-making by consensus, other 
leaders brushed aside Britain's 
objections and pledged to launch 
a global campaign for punitive 
measures against Pretoria. 

Canadian External Affairs 
Minister Joe Clark dismissed sug- 
gestions that Britain's opposition 
would scuttle the plans of the 
Commonwealth, a 48-nation 
grouping of Britain and its former 
colonies. Fiji was the 49th mem- 
ber until Thursday. 

“Without Britain, they will 
work,” Mr. Clark told reporters. 
“There is more to the Common- 
wealth than Britain.” 

Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda and other African lead- 
ers have accused Britain of resist- 
ing sanctions merely to protea its 
S2.5 billion annual trade with 
South Africa. 

With Britain alone dissenting, 
Commonwealth leaders vowed to 
continue on the path to tougher 
sanctions, set up a foreign minis- 
ters group to monitor events in 
southern Africa and take further 
action as needed. 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger has told top White House and 
Defence Department officials he 
wants to resign for personal 
reasons, a U.S. television net- 
work reported on Friday. 

Citing what it called reliable 
sources, CBS said the White 
House is trying to persuade Mr. 
Weinberger to stay on, and his 
actual resignation could still be 
weeks away. 

In a brief hallway conversation 
late on Friday afternoon, Mr. 
Weinberger dismissed the story 
as just another rumour circulated 
by anonymous sources, CBS said. 
And a spokesman for Mr. 
Weinberger told the network the 
story was untrue. 

An official close to the secret- 
ary also told Reuters that there 
was no substance to the storv. 

But despite the Pentagon’s de- 
nial CBS said a source close to 
Mr. Weinberger had told it the 


secretary has talked privately in 
the past about re signing This, 
however, would be the fust time 
Mr. Weinberger has told the 
White House he wants to leave, 
CBS said. 


At the age of 70, Mr. Weinber- 
sr is the oldest member of Presi- 


ger is the oldest member of Presi- 
dent Reagan’s cabinet He has 
served as secretary of defence 
longer than anyone except 
Robert McNamara in the 1960’s. 


Mr. Weinberger has been 
perhaps the president's most 
loyal adviser, although be has 
sometimes been at odds with 
administration policy. 

He bas repeatedly raised objec- 
tions to proposed arms control 
treaties with the Soviet Union 


and has strongly opposed die 
stationing of Marines in Leba- 
non, a move which ended in 
disaster when 241 American ser- 
vicemen were killed by a suicide 
bomber. 


2 workers burn in blast 


at Florida nuclear plant 


CRYSTAL RIVER, Florida 
(AP) — Two maintenance work- 
ers were burned, one critically, 
when scaffolding they carried 
brushed against a high-voltage 
line at the Crystal River Plant 3 
nuclear power plant Friday night, 
officials said. 

No radiation was released at 


brushed the transmission line, 
creating a searing electrical arc 
that blew out a transformer sup- 


plying power to the plant. 

The explosion temporarily cut 
off power to the plant and caused 
a blackout that lasted several 
minutes, the St. Pertersburg 
Times reported. 

"Power is being maintained to 
die site by an emergency diesel 
generator, but they exported to 
restore normal power soon,” Ms. 
Tierney said. 

The 875-megawatt plant is ab- 
out 144 kilometres north of St. 
Petersburg on Florida’s gulf 
coast. 


the Florida Power Con), station, 
which bas been closed tor refuell- 


which bas been closed tor refuell- 
ing since Sept. 19, and its reactor 
was not damaged, Gtnis County 
spokeswoman Gail Tierney said 
early Saturday. 

Ms. Tierney said the accident 


apparently occurred when scaf- 
folding carried by the workers 


Toddler rescued in Texas 


While splitting from the group 
a the sanctions issue, British 


after 57 hours underground 


on the sanctions issue, British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatch- 
er agreed to step up aid to South 
Africa's black neighbours. 

“With the exception of Britain, 
we believe that economic and 
other sanctions have had a signifi- 
cant effect on South Africa and 
that their wider, tighter and more 
intensified application must re- 
main an essential part of the 
international community's re- 
sponse to apartheid,” the state- 
ment said. 

The leaders announced no new 
sanctions, but the statement 
added: “We commit ourselves to 
continuing efforts to secure a 
more conceited application of a 
global sanctions programme." 

The accord emerged from 24 
hours of meetings at a mountain 
resort east of Vancouver, where 
leaders also agreed that Fiji’s 
membership in the 49-nation 
Commonwealth had lapsed fol- 
lowing a military coup. 

The statement on South Africa 
said the Commonwealth believed 
Pretoria's apartheid policy had 
seriously escalated the crisis in 
southern Africa since their last 
summit two years ago in Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

The Commonwealth said it 
planned to establish an eight- 
member committee of foreign 
ministers led by Canada, a strong | 
opponent of apartheid, “to meet | 
periodically to provide high-level ; 
impetus and guidance.” on the I 
conflict in southern Africa. 


MIDLAND, Texas (R) — an 
18-month -old toddler, eyes blink- 
ing and smiling slightly, was res- 
cued on Friday from a well shaft 
where she had been trapped for 
three days and two nights. 

Jessica McClure, trapped 22. 
feet (7 metres) down an aban- 
doned well since Wednesday 
morning, was lifted to the surface 
through a rescue shaft alongside 
the wellpipe she had fallen into. 

The baby, who cried, sang and 
called for “mama” as rescue 


be in a real frightened state,” 
Midland Police Chief Richard 


Czech told reporters during the 
final stages of the rescue. 


final stages of the rescue. 

“She's in very good shape,” he 
said. • 

The bundled baby, eyes blink- 
ing in the glare of television 
cameras that crowded to the site, 
was unhooked from the crane 
cable and rushed to an ambu- 
lance. 


workers drilled through hard rock 
to reach her, was in serious but 


stable condition at a specially- 
arranged trauma centre in a near- 
by hospital. 

Jessica’s family doctor told re- 


Relieved rescue workers slap- 
ped each other on the back and 
shook bands, while onlookers in 
their cars honked their boms. 

The drama had gripped the 
nation, with television networks 


orters at the hospital that Jessica 
ad no broken Pones, but her 


repeatedly cutting into regular 
programming for live updates on 


weight had dropped and she was 
10 to 15 per cent dehydrated. 

Dr. Carolyn Rhode said Jessica 
had some scrapes, cuts and 
bruises. 

"It’s a matter of rehydraiing 


programming for five updates on 
the progress of the slow, careful 
and at times extremely tedious 
and frustrating operation. 


her and observing her ana 
observing patches of skin that 


suffered from lack of blood cir- 
culation,” said Dr. Rhode, who 
called Jessica “a delightful child” 
who needed to get back into her 
routine quickly. 

Jessica's endurance impressed 
her rescuers even before she was 
lifted from the well. 

"The girl is very strong: She 
talks, she answers, she answers 
commands, she says ’mama’ all 
the time — she doesn’t appear to 


Jessica's parents. Chip and 
Reba McClure, both 18 years old, 
alternated between smiling and 
wringing their hands in fimstra- 
tion as they waited /beside the 
cables sent down to ,puJl Jessica 
from beneath th^ ground. 

Sympatheticinessages from as , 
far away as Australia reached the 
child's parents and journalists 
from around the globe arrived to 
cover tberach-by-mcb progress of 
the rescue. 

A paramedic brought the baby 
out of the well through a 60 
centimetre hole that had been 
punched into the chamber where 
she was trapped. 


U.K. faces huge clear-up after worst storm 


LONDON (R) — Britain faced a 
huge clear-up operation on Satur- 
day after the worst storm in three 
centuries blasted southern Eng- 
land killing at least 13 people. 

A further six people died as 
torrential rain driven by gale 
force winds pounded the Nether- 
lands, France, Spain and Por- 


London was completely black- 
ed out for the first time since 
World War II. 

The Ministry of Defence said 
troops were on standby to help 
dear roads and railway lines still 
blocked by trees felled as high 
winds roared over the coast early 
Friday morning. 

The storm cut power supplies 
to London, causing chaos and 
hampering emergency services, 
and bringing the city's business 
community to a virtual standstill. 

Ships dashed against the coast 
were still stranded in the early 
hours of Saturday. 

Sugar beet and potato fields 
were flooded and farmers pre- 
dicted heavy losses. 

“We have" just experienced the 


worst, most widespread night of 
disaster in the south east of Eng- 
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land since 1945 (World War II),’ 


Baby Paul was born with a 
hypoplastic heart syndrome, a 
fatal malformation of the left side 
of the heart. Dr. Sakala said. 
Babies with that condition often' 
die within weeks of being bom, 
he said. 


Home Secretaiy (interior minis- 
ter) Douglas Hurd said. 


Monday before some more re- 
mote rural areas are back on 
stream, bnt we’re doing all we can 
and drafting in people from other 
regions," a board official told 
Reuters. 

Train services throughout the 
south east of England will remain 
limited as civilian and militar y 
workers remove rubble and trees. 

Damage was expected to 
amount to hundreds or millions of 
pounds, though many losses were 
irreplaceable. 

Tne century-old Shanklin Pier 
on the Isle of Wight was des- 
troyed and London's Kew Gar- 
dens lost a wealth of exotic plants 
and trees. 

Saturday’s newspapers carried 
angry attacks on the British 
Meteorological Office which noti- 
fied emergency services of the 
storm only two hours before it 
struck. 

“Why the hell didn't they warn 
us?” the mass-circulation Daily 
Mirror asked, while the Times 
said the Meteorological Office had 
ignored signs ot the impending 
storm four days before. 

An oil-diving vessel which had 
been drifting in the North Sea 
after hurricane-force winds dam- 


and six divers in a decompression 
chamber. 

The spokesman said the rescue 
workers were towing the ship to 
shallow waters in the eastern En- 
glish coast before taking it back 
to Rotterdam for repairs. 

In France, one man was killed 
and 15 people were injured as 
gales swept Brittany and Nor- 


mandy overnight, blacking out 
towns along the coast, the French 


towns along the coast, the French 
Environment Ministry said on 
Friday. 


A spokesman said a man died 
after nis bicycle was swept off a 
road in the northern Seine-Mari- 
time Region. In Brittany, a nine- 
year-old girl was seriously injured 
by a falling chimney. 


Traffic was disrupted after 
winds of up to 216 kph uprooted 
trees, electricity cables and 
boardings. 

Roofs were torn off buildings, 
electricity supplies were down oy 


half in the region and telephones 
were cut off. 


were cut off. 

The winds dropped shaiply as 
day broke and weather officials 
said storms were unlikely later in 
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the day. "The situation is gra- 
dually calming down.” a spokes- 
man said. 

The port of Calais remained 
closed, with channel ferry ser- 


“As soon as Baby Paul was 
bom and his heart condition was 
confirmed, preparations were 
made for the operation,” he said. 


ter) Douglas Hurd said. 

The storm, with gusts over 100 
mph an hour, (160 kph), also hit 
continental Europe. 

The British Electricity Council 
said -fate Friday night that 
emergency teams would work 
through die weekend to recon- 
nect over a half a million custom- 
ers still without power. 

“It may be Sunday or even 


“We have her under control 
now,” spokesman Daan Kaake- 
been at Smit Internationale said 
in Amsterdam. 

Three of the eight propellers of 
the serai-submersible oil diving 
vessel had been damaged over- 
night In the gales. The vessel at 
the time had 79 people on board 


of 60U yachts in a Marina at 
Cherbourg sank or were smashed 
on rocks. 

In the Normandy town of 
Caen, part of the spire of St. 
Etienne Church, which withstood 


heavy bombardment in World' 


War II, crashed on to cars below. 
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Soviet space monkeys retire in Georgia 


MOSCOW (R) — Space monkeys Yerosha and Diyoma, whose 
missi on aboard a Soviet satellite made headlines around the 
world, appear none the worse for their adventure and will be 
allowed to retire in Georgia. TASS reported on Saturday. 
"Scientists will keep Dryoma and Yerosha under observation for 
about a year," the Soviet News Agency (TASS) said. “Initial 
checks showed no material change in the state of health.” Soviet 
ground control considered aborting the flight, which was to 
examine the effects of weightlessness on living organisms, after 
Yerosha freed his left arm from a restraining cuff and began 
tampering with equipment. It finally decided to proceed with the 
mission as planned, although another mishap occurred when the 
space capsule containing the two monkeys, as well as insects, 
amphibians and fish, came down on Monday thousands of 
kilometres off course. TASS said that when all checks were 
complete the monkeys would be sent to the Sykhumi Monkey 
Nursery in Georgia, where a number of their predecessors on 
space missions already live. 


East Germany to return ancient tablets 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkey announced Friday that the 
East German government has agreed to return 7,400 ancient 
Hittite cuneiform tablets, ending 12 years of negotiations. A 
Foreign Ministry announcement saiu a Turkish expert was 
working at the Berlin Museum to organise the transfer of the 
tablets to Turkey. The shipment is expected within the first fa 
days of November. At the turn of the century, Turkey allowed 
German archaeologists to fake 10,400 Hittite tablets out of the 
country for cl ean ing and coding, after a German team discovered 
them at the ancient Hittite city of Bogazkoy. Through 1943, 
Germany returned 3,000 of them, but after World War n the 
remaining tablets stayed in what then became East Germany. 
Turkey has stepped up efforts recently to retrieve some of its 
treasures from foreign museums. Turkey sued the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York for the return of a 2, 600-year -old collection 
of gold and silver antique pieces, from ibe time of King Croesus in 
western Anatolia. 


Scientists to drill for ancient air 


GIZA, Egypt (R) — Scientists are about to try to capture samples 
of 5,000-year-ola air from a pit at the Pyramid of Cheops near 


Cairo, Egypt's top archaeologist has said. The aim is “to extract 
ancient Sr using the most recent scientific devices," Ahmad. 
Kadry, chairman of the Egyptian Antiquities Organisation, told a 
news conference. He described it as the most important project in 
the history of modem archaeology and Egyptology- Ancient air, 
or a modem imitation, could eventually be usea in museums to 


the history of modem archaeology and Egyptology- Ancient air, 
or a modem imitation, could eventually be used m museums to 
preserve antiquities. A team coordinated by the U.S. National 
Geographic Society will use a special drill with no fluid coolant or 
lubricant to penetrate a 30-foot (lO-metre)-long pit covered by 
limestone slabs and sealed with gypsum cement by the ancient 
Egyptians. Experts believe it could house a “solar boat" built 
around 2600 B.C. to transport the soul of the Pharaoh Cheops, 
ruler of Egypt, to the afterworld. One such boat was excavated in 
1954 and some Egyptologists believe there may be another 
nearby. But Mr. Kaary said the main aim was not to unearth 
treasures. "We want to know concretely the contents of the pit 
and the analysis of the air inside it,” he said. Farouk A1 Baz, a 
Boston-based geologist heading the American team, said radar 
and sonar scans had shown the shape and profile of the contents 
of the pit “When we capture the air, it will be placed in special 
canisters to be analysed. We cannot tell the results before then, if 
air has leaked into the pit over the years or not,” he said. 


Israeli MP seeks to keep Cicciolina out 


TEL AVIV (R) — An ultra-orthodox parliamentarian urged 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to prevent Italy’s pom-star 
politician Ilona Staller from visiting Israel next week, the army 
radio bas said. Rabbi Avraham Shapira called the planned visit by 
Staller “a danger to public safety,” the radio said. Better known 
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by her nickname “La Gcciolina' ("little fleshy one”), Staller was 
elected to the Italian parliament for the eccentric Radical Party in 


eleaed to the Italian parliament for the eccentric Radical Party in 
June. “It is a disgrace to allow on the holy soil of Israel, the 
holiest place, a woman who was elected to the Italian parliament 
only because she knows how to capitalise on immodesty.” Shaoira 


saia. Israeli 

parliament 

vard. 


parade topless 


Somalia declares war on qat smugglers 


MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia has declared all out war on 
smugglers of the banned stimulant qat. Radio Mogadishu 
reported. It quoted Abdulkadir Haji Mohammed, assistant 


.secretary of the ruling Somali Socialist Revolutionary Party, as 
saying Somalia would use the array, helicopters and light aircraft 
to catch people bringing qat into the country. Qat smuggling had 


to catch people bringing qat into the country. Qat smuggling had 
increased steadily over the past year despite stiff penalties, Haji 
Mohammed said. People caught smuggling qat or cultivating qat 
bushes faced fines of up to SI ,000 ana up to 15 years in prison. 


Dusnes raced tines or up to si.uuu and up to o years in prison. 
Chewing qat, the fresh shoots from the Catha Edulis tree, is 


popular among people in many parts of East Africa and the 
Arabian peninsula. It is banned in many countries but is legal in 


Arabian 

Kenya, 


in peninsula. It is banned in many countries but is legal in 
, Ethiopia and North Yemen. 


Woman spins yarn from dog hair 


CHICAGO (AP) — Betty Burian Kirk hand-spins yam out of 
dog hair and her clients use it to knit mittens, scarves and shawls 
for themselves. “It’s becoming more and more popular,” Mrs. 
Kirk said. “A lot of people do it for sentimental reasons — they 
want to wear something from their dog.” Prospective clients 
include Susan Kanar, who plans to begin saving fur this week for' 
mittens or a scarf from her white Hungarian sheep dog Schmutz. 

“Whu^ mu huh,: Uir A., konnan. U I t- . -j w. 


„Why? Hes my baby. His for happens to be beautiful,” said Ms. 
Kanar. “My mother is disgustea by the idea, my friends are 
disgusted, but I just think it would be a neat thing to do,” she 
said. “You have to be somebody who really cares about dogs to 
want to have this done. It’s wearing your own pet.” Mrs. KirkT an 


want io nave tms aone. it s wearing your own pet.” Mrs. Kirk, an 
elementary school art teacher, has been spinning dog hair since 
1981. when she was an art student at northern Illinois University. 


She said she hopes to attract more customers to 


hiversity. 
ler hobby 
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and crocheted a shawl from the fur of her Belgian sheep dog, 
Lance. “I like them — they are nice and soft,” she said. 
Depending on the breed, it's real soft and will make nice, fluffv 
yam. 


Firm to market anti-AIDS pill 


r~ ^ Austrian company said on Friday it had 
sub ® lance capable of combatting the AIDS virus and 
Hu^FpSiS 1 ** 1 an r^-AIDS” pill within three years. Dr. 
K ^ Luiz-based CL Pharma, said 
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iffJ Sa gg P revented 1116 ™us from entering body cells 
e y.? g the . irmnune system. “We are not Mine in the 
direction of destroying the infectious part of the virj° beLiuse it 
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way - mcanin S to destroy this protein 
envelope which surrounds the virus as long as it is outside the cell 
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worlfinff rm an Amc ^ firm, Immuno AG, has said it is 
SfK 1 : y “ AIDS vaccmc « hopes to t«t on 






